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o
BLUE RIDGE COUNCIL

2 Ridgeway Avenue P.0. Box 6628 Greenwitle, South Carolina 29606 Telephone 803/233/8363

The ;gbz'riz‘e%ain'es On!

October 19, 1989

Mr. Paul Ernst
Registration Service
National Council, BSA

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Paul:

In response to your letter dated October 3, 1989, you will find enclosed a
confidential, contemporaneous listing of events regarding the suspension of
John-F. Chapman; As you know, the letter we received was anonymous, but was
compelling and illeged child molestation to children who have since

reached adulthood. A copy of the anonymous letter was sent to you previously.

When a witnessing volunteer and I met with John Chapman, I mentiomed to him
that we had received a letter from an area where he had previously served as
a volunteer, making allegations serious enough that would require the Boy
Scouts of America to suspend his membership. We were extremely careful not
to discuss the anonymity, origin, the timeframe, nor specifically the
allegations. Paul, we felt the anonimity of the accuser could have caused
some legal complications if disclosed, therefore, we had to exercise extreme
caution.

Upon his learning about his suspension, Mr. Chapman began to sulk and weep.
He attempted to justify the allegations with the following facts:

*John Chapman was a career enlisted person in the U.S. Air Force stationed
in Florida prior to moving to Liberty, South Carolina where he enrolled

his son in Scouting and became an Assistant Scoutmaster.

*John Chapman and his cousin, an inexperienced electrician, were
stationed at the same Air Force Base,.

*#John Chapman's cousin was assigned to complete an electrical assignment
g g

.on a building_that_would”require_someqpeAwith_more experience. . .. . . ____. .

- ~

*His cousin protested the complexity of the job but was ordered by his
superivsors to complete the work. ‘

*John Chapman's cousin was electrocuted -and sustained serious burns, but
survived.

A Co-operating Partner with the United Way
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Page Two
Mr. Paul Ernst
October 19, 1989

*John Chapman persisted that an inquiry into the accident be conducted
and even contacted Senator Strom Thurmond which eventually led to the
early retirement of several of his cousin's supervisors.

*According to John Chapman, these people were seeking revenge, thus
the allegations.

At this point I discussed the appeliate procedures with John Chapman and
mentioned that following a thorough investigation into the allegations a decision
would be made as to whether or not he could be reinstated if he so desired.

His response was, "I don't want to lose my children", and he requested that

an investigation not be conducted. The volunteer with me mentiomed to °7

Mr. Chapman that if he felt strongly that the allegatioms were untrue, that

he should appeal in order to resolve the matter. But, Mr. Chapman insisted

that no investigation be held. He chose to surrender voluntarily his ’
membership card and severe all ties with Scouting. He and his son have

since discontinued meeting with the Troop.

Paul, John Chapman's story appeared initially to have some credibility. However,
his defense was an incident that occurred in Florida where he lived just prior
to his retirement from the Air Force. The anonymous letter contained allegations
when he lived in Ohio and Morrocco which occurred prior to his moving to

Florida. WNext, when he mentioned that he did not want to lose his children

was it because of threats of loss of custody during earlier investigatioms

as the anonymous letter suggested?

I hope this information will suffice in resolving this case, but if you
need more informationm please let me know. I will be pleased to assist you.

Sincerely,

s 2
WSy Syt }
W. Irby Small, Jr.
Director of Field Service

WIS,jr/lmt
Encls.

cc: Ben Edwards, Scout Executive
Southeast Region, BSA
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. PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL .
AUGUST 28, 1989 - Received letter dacted August 18, 1989, from Zfiingham, Illinois
postmarked Auguﬂl.etter was inadvercenctly sent to Indian Watars Council.
Re. leccer from ASE col NN, s=. 0rS exprassed concern to

SE over retaliation from accused for character assassination.

August 28, 1989 -~ T/C Paul Ernst @ National Office for reassurance re. procedures
to follow when lettar is received from anonymous accuser alleging child abuse.
Paul Ermst confirmed that membership should be suspended and an incernal
investigation should be conducted to document allegatioms.

August 28-29,89 - Prepared letter re. suspension of John Chapman to be signed by
Council President, John Kincaid. T/C Tuffy Sargent re. schedule appointment

to duscuss a highly confidencial matter that affects Tl72. Asked Sargent ta
maincain absolute confidentialicy.

August 30, 1989 - Mtg. Tuffy Sargent, SM, T172, to ask if suspicion aver existed
re. John Chapman, Sa, Tl7§nfor child molescation. Discussed allegations and
asked for absolute confidmetiality.

Sept. 1, 1989 - Letter received endorsed by Council President.

September 15, 1989 - At District Committee discussion that new Troop being
organized with John Chapman as SM. Mentioned by Tuffy Sargent that new leader
would be necessary with no discussion as to reasons.

85 wmain . . . ,
Sept. 6, 1989 - T/C Jerry Bowen re. record of past problems wich John Chapman as

his applicacion indicataed service as SM in Gulf Coast Council. Said he would
investigate and conctact me.

Sept. 6, 1989 - T.C Tufiy Sargent to see if he would meec with John Chapman and
me re. allegations. T/C John Chapman to schedule appointment for 3:30 p.am.,
Friday, September 8, 1989 in Libertcy at Scout Hut 172.

Sept. 7, 1989 - Received call from Cheryl Clark, Registrar, Gulf Coast Council
and was told that no record existad on John Chapman as a S or district committee
member in Council as per application indicatead.

Sepnt. 8, 1989~ Tuffy Sargent and Irby Small mec with Jonn Chapman tc deliver
letter suspending membership. No mention was made re. scecific allegations but
rather he was told a letter was received makiag serious allegations that require
us to suspend memdership. In response, Chapman mentioned the allegations were
smear tactics from people in the military out to get even because of a
congressional investigation he instigated at his base. However, it is worth
nocting that the defzsnse he uses occurred after the alleged imcidents that
warranced his suspension. He asked that no further investigaction be conducted
and resigned wichouc incident. His membership card was returned.

Sept. 12, 1989 - Confidential Record and letter was drafted to be sent to
Nactional Registration.

WIS,jr/lat
9/13/89
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o
BLUE RIDGE COUNCIL

2 Ridgeway Avenue P.Q. Box 6628 Greenwille, South Caroiina 29606 Telephone 803/233/8363

The SJDirz'z‘ﬁaLz%/es On!

September 18, 1989

Mr. Paul Ernst
Registration Service
National Council, BSA

Dear Paul:

Please find enclosed a copy of an anonymous letter which has prompted us
to suspend the registration of John F. Chapman. The letter was delivered
personally by a volunteer and myself without mentioning the anonymity of
the source of information.

An attempt was made by Mr. Chapman to justify the allegatioms, but he chose
to resign without incident. His membership card was returned to us at his
will, as he did not want further investigation into the matter.

I hope the enclosed information will be sufficient but if you need anything
additional please contact us.

Z
Sincerely rn Z
/ s
N
‘{ / éz /'
W. Irby Small, Jr. P e I
Director of Field Service B A VA
- 2 R £?>i//ﬂ

Encls.

WIS,jr/lmt ﬁ,o'(" ﬂ/‘_ ) /V
T

A Co-operating Partner with the United Way
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®
BLUE RIDGE COUNCI

L

2 Ridgeway Avenue P.Q. Box 6628 Greenwiile, South Carolina 29606 Telepnone 803/233/8363

The SprritwpLives On!

August 29, 1989

Mr. John F. Chapman
Liberty, SC 29657
Dear Mr. Chapman:

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with the Boy
Scouts of America should be suspended. We are therefore compelled to
request that you sever any relations you may have with the Boy Scouts of
America. A refund of your registration fee is enclosed.

You should understand that BSA membership registration is a privilege and
is not automatically granted to everyome who applies. We reserve the right
to suspend registration whenever there is a concern that an individual may
not measure up to the high standards of membership the BSA seeks to provide
for American youth.

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write to me within
60 days of the date of this letter, explaining your version of the facts

supporting your claim that your registration as a BSA member should be
granted or reinstated. The procedures for review are attached.

Sincerely yours,
/s/
John J.P. Kincaid, Jr.

President

Attachments

A Co-operating Partner with the United Way
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. No. 533

e . 8oy Scouts af America

(‘;/’// ' 1825 Gadsden Strest

¥ Mr. Ben Edwards P.0O. 3ox 144

17 Scout Execucive : ) Calumiia. South Caratina 29202

A Blue Ridge Council Telephone 765-5070

f P. 0. Box 6628 mem&;gﬁﬁ
', " . Greenville, S.C. 29606-6628 '

| A Ted Schmat

<o Commissioner

James C. Daiton
Scaout Executive

Ben,
Enclosed 1is a letter which we received Augusc 21. I am
passing 1t on to you as I believae Liberty is ian vyour Council.

There may or may not be substance to the accusations butc I falc
obligated to get this information to you.

Sincerely,

Allan M. Lane
Assistant Scout Executive

Enclosure

AML:1n

‘nb

Unitad Way  Serving: Scmberg, 3arnwetl. Caihoun, Fairfield, Kersnew, Lexington, Crengeourg, Richlend cad Sciuca Counnes
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Dear Sirs,

. August 18, 1989

With a pleading heart we are begging you to clease remove John

Chapman, Liberty, S.C. from your group of scout leaders.

This man is a child-molester. We are writing, because our children

and others which are now adults, were molested by this man.

He has been investigated in Ohio, Florida, and Morrocco. Why

he is free--we do not know. The children I mention were molested

as children and early teens and are now adults. The statute

of limitations is over. It didn't come to our knowledge

until recently.

We must remain anonymous. Please understand. We thought

the authorities would bar him from scouting, but they did not.

Please protect other young children.

May God give you wisdom.

feddy | SC 29LST
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