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Ve,irdicts at Sublette lea

Shrimplin guilty
on two courts of
indecent liberties

By TIMUNRUH
Staff Writer

S ETIE — Teary-eyed
jurors left the Haskell County
Courthouse last night, parily in

disagreement after more than

eight howrs of deliberation.

They found John Shrimplin
guilty of two counts of {aking
indecent liberties with a child.
He was acquitted on one count
of rape and three counls of in-
decent Jiberties. ‘The jury was
unable to reach a verdict on two
counls of indecent liberties.
District Judge Keith Wilson
declared a mistrial on those
counts.

After three days of trial, the

nine-wotnan, three-man jury
was visibly fatigued. Many of
the jurors were crying as they
left the courthouse at 10 last
night, '

“We just didn't agree on the
others (counts),” said Twila
McKinley, one of the jurors.

The case went to the jury at
11:53 a.m. yesterday following
rebuttal testimony (or the pros-
ecution and closing arguments.
Jurors had lunch and then
begandeliberations at1.

It was the jury's Job to decide
whether Shrimplin, 35, a small-
engine mechanic from Sublette,
had molested sevengirls during

- three nights belween the fall of

1990 and the spring of 1991.
He was convicled of taking

‘Indecent liberties with a girl in

his home Aug. 18, 1990, and an-
other girl Nov. 1, 1990. On the
five counts of indecent liberties
and one count of rape from the
April 19 and 20 slumber party at

either acquitted or there was no
decision.

Shrimplin was advised by his
altorney, Doug Miller, not to
make a statement afler the
verdicts were relurned. Miller
would not comment on whether
they would appeal the convic-
tions.

The defendent's wife, Kate
Shrimplin, and several friends,
sat stunned and crying in the
courtroom. Their son and
daughter were not present.

The girls involved in the
case, ages 10 to 13, spent the
afternoon playing games and
eating pizza in a conference
room at the courthouse. Shortly

-afler 9, they sal huddled with

their parents and friends in the
courtroom. One girl kept her
fingers crossed as she awaited a
decision from the jury.

County Attorney Louis
Podrebarac was the only one of

Gnarden City Telegram

the central figures in thecase to

make a stalement,

“The state is happy with the
convictions for indecent fiber-
ties with a minor,"” Podrebarac
said. “1 believe this shows that
the defendant has a problem
and is a child molester.

*““The counts with no verdict

indicale insuflicient evidence
but I still believe they are good

charges.”

There were mumblings from
some of the parents about retry-
ing the indecent liberties counts
that the jury was unable to
decide. Podrebarac had no
comment.

Indecent liberties is a Class C
felony which carries a
minimum sentence of three to
five years in prison for each
offense and a maximum of 10 to
20 years; and a fine of up to
$15,000 for each offense.

Judge Wilson released

Friday, November 1, 1001

Page 3

ve jurors in tears

‘the Shrimplin home, he was

Shrimplin and told him that he
would be informed when his
sentencing hearing is schedul-
ed, which is pending the com-
pletion off a Yrosentenclng in-
vestigation. Shrimplin was ar-
rested in late April and was
released on a $25,000 bond.
After the verdicts, Podrebarac
requested that his bail be raised
to $35,000. He said he was con-

cerned with the "safety of the.

communily.” :

Wilson denied his request on
the basis that Shrimplin had
made all of his court ap-
pearancees and that his threat
to the townspeople was
minimal.

I would be concerned about
the safety of the community if
circumnstances were different,’”’
Wilson said. ‘‘But this is a case
the community is very aware
of. 1 believe a $25,000 cash or
surely bond is sufficient.” -

CONF025623
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M508 MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT SYSTEM 05/717/91

HEMRER DELETE 11:49:45
CNCL 194 PRG/UNIT C3142 SEQ. 017312

FIRST: LAST : SHRIMPLIN
ADDRY ADDR2: SUBLETTE KS

ADDR3: ADDRA : ZIP: 67877

REG STATUS: N ENROLL: 0291 BIRTH: 1155 SEX: M AGENCY: M ADULT/YOUTH: A

posiTtioN: wL FINpErcODE: o1  pHONE: [ rv.o«: MAG-STATUS

REN DAT: 0192

TRANSFER FROM = CNCL: PGM/UNIT: SEQ: TRANSFER DATE:
MAGAZINES

~--80URCE~-~ PRICE SUBR STRT --COPIES-- ISSUES TO GO AREAR LAST LAREL EXP
TYPE CNCL P/UNT CODE TRM DATE FIRST LAST ORIG TOTAL COUNT PRINTED DAT
5 R N 06 0391 0391 0591 04 004 00 2503 0192

PF2>DELETE PF12>MENU CLRYEND
MEMBER DELETED FROM DATABASE SUCCESSFULLY

MS508 MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT SYSTEM 05/17/91
MEMBER DELETE 11:49:54

CNCL 194 PRG/UNIT 50142 SEQ. 017140

FIRST: JOHN LAST : SHRIMPLIN

aror1 : [ ADDIR2: SURLETTE KS

ADDR3 ADDIRA ¢ ZIP: 47877

REG STATUS: M ENROLL: 0291 BIRTH: 1155 GEX. SENCY: M ADULT/YOUTH: A

POSITION: IH FINDERCODE: 01 PHUNE:ﬂBULK: MAG-STATUS

REN DAT: 0192

TRANGFER FROM = CNCL: PGM/UNIT SEQ: TRANSFER DATE:

MAGAZINES
-—-S50URCE-—- PRICE SUBR STRT --COPIES-- ISSUES 10 GO AREAR LAST LAREL EXP
TYPE CNCL P/UNT CODE TRM DATE FIRST LAST ORIG TOTAL COUNT PRINTED AT

PF2>IELETE  PF12>MENU  CLR>END
MEMRER DELETED FROM DATARASE SUCCESSFULLY
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