CONF‘ENTIAL RECORD SHEET .

™ REGISTRATION, SUBSCRIPTION AND STATISTICAL SERVICE APPENDIX A

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

DATE__ May 15, 1987

. ) SOCIAL SECURITY
FULL NAMg David MacDonald Rankin NUMBER

(No initials if you can possibly get full name)

ooness |

CITY Adelphi stare Maryland z1p cope 20783
DATE OF BIRTH 10/ /58 (This is important and should be exact)
APPROXIMATE AGE 28 (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)
RELIGION Methodist NATIONALITY  American

OCCUPATION Manager,

EDUCATION High School/ Some college (University of Maryland)

WEIGHT 170-180 HEIGHT 6'0-6'1" RACE Caucasian

COLOR OF HAIR Blonde, Sandy Brown COLOR OF EYES

OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS Hunting

MARRIED OR SINGLE  Single CHILDREN None
{Number, ages, and names, if possible)

NAME OF SPOUSE None

SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UNIT # CITY STATE POSITION DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED

Troop 740 College Park Maryland SA, SM

SPECIAL RECOGNITION Vigil Honor in the Order of the Arrow. Fagle Scout

SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS:

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND LIST ATTACHED
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE OR SPECULATION) :

NFIDENTIAL 4 ;
s fovi =D 1‘)@@#‘&] |
JU ' 01987 Signed

wWvoen SCOUT EXECUTIVE ‘

F. STARON

RS-509
4/14/83-nah

JOSEPH L. ANGLIM Council National Cap1ta] Area
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March 19, 1991_=

Mr. Ronnie L. Carroll
Scout Executive
National Capital Area Council, No. 82

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL " SUBJECT: DAVID M. RANKIN

Dear Ron:

A recent check of our Ineligible Volunteer File against the National fagle
Scout Association indicated that the above named individual is presently a
member of NESA.

This individual is listed on our Ineligible Volunteer File and will not be
permitted to register with the Boy Scouts of America. We wanted you to be
aware of this, so that the individual cannot participate in any activities
with the council, simply because he is a member of NESA. He should not
participate in any leadership capacity or assume any responsibility in the Boy
Scouts of America. He could participate as a parent if he has a son or
daughter involved. ‘

We wanted to make you aware of this, so you would not involve him. Let us
know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
oA
mf@xfu“r\
199
Paul Ernst, Director Al 18
Registration and Statistical Service ER\NO,R\

eko

cc: Charles D. Ball, Northeast Region,
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PAGE: 33g2

BOY SCDUTS OF AMIRICA
ES010C~R1 EAGLE STOUT SYSTEW
INELIGIBLE VILUNTEZR CHECKING MATCH REZGJRT - NeCaSeA. MEMBERS

BI®T

NeEeSeAe MEMBER FULL NAME LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAMZ SEX YA
HeHe RANDOLPH JR RANDGL H M 43
ALL DANIZL M M 38

HARVEY H. RANDOLPH III H ¥ T o0
DANIEL M M 38

MZRLE R M 50

KERRY A RANDOLP o K™ : A 17
" MERLE R M wo

WILLIAM T. RANDT W ¥ 7¢
NORMAN M o6

DOUGLAS G. RANEY ) " 64
® ___WILLIAM W o ..M 61
RANDALL SAY RANEY R M 56
WILLIAM W M 61

JAMES A RANEY II I : ST T TN Tt
JOHN A M 23

JOHN § RANK J ¥ 68
DAVID A ¥ 65

BRUCE & RANKIN B ¥ 60
_ DAVID MACDONALD M 58 |

CHARLES £ RANKIN d ¥ 58
DAVID MACDONALD M 58

DAVID D RANKIN 7930 RANKI D " 59
m,.\.er RAHKIN DAVID MACDONALD M ge

ID M RANKIN (v oY RANKIN o b y 58

0 g RANKIN AVI ACDONALD M gs

ERIC C RANKIN ¢ RANKIN £ M 0
RANKIN— DAVID MACDONALD M 38

RARSIA T JAmMES 3 M 48

FING = M 50

JOHN JAY RANKIN RANK IN J M 51
RANSD - T Jawzs B U B | © 48

RIMEIN gp M 50

JEFFREY G. RANKIN RANKIN J M 56
RANKIN : T T TDAVID T 7T MACDONALD T T UM - --Ep

PATRICK £ RANKIN fzm»wvw\ P M 61
R _ DAVID MACDONALD M 58

SHAWN L RANKIN RANKIN S M 62
RANZTR DAVID MACDONALD M 58
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National Capital Area Councii

Boy Scouts of America
3190 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 * 301 530-9360

February 11, 1988

Mr. Paul I. Ernst

Director of Registration

National Office, Boy Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane

Irving, Texas 75038

Cear Paul:

The enclosed newspaper articles of February 9, 1988 from the Washington
Post, the Montgomery Journal, and the Prince George's Journal are provided for
the David M. Rankin file. The articles are self explanatory.

Paul R. Davis, Jr.
Scout Executive

PRD: jbp

Enclosure

WWMUNQ“WWUO!MWWAM
Unted Givers Fundmeomq/Smm/Stmd'Unmdw.dermmCmmty. inc. * Untted Way of Catvert County
United Wa: Danigren Ursted Givers Fund, inc. « Unvted Wiy ot Cuipeper, Inc. « Manns Corps Development and Educanon Command Unntsd Fund
v

@ Senving the Youth of Washington, 0.C., ard Seventsen Surrounding Counoes of Marytand and Virgima
hg
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ThetvashinglonPost m

Tuesay, Fesnuany 9, 1988 L

LX

By Keith Harriston '
Washington Post Staff Weiter

David MacDonald Rankin, a for-
mer College Park Boy Seout, leader,”
was sentenced yesterday to 15
years in prison for what a Prince
George's Circuit Court judge called
the “absolutely incredible” ctime of
having members of his troop per-
form sex acts with him.

- Rankin, 28, had pleaded fuilly to
11 counts of child abuse, all of the w
charges stemming from his involve-
ment with nine scouts whom Rankin

had put through an Initiation cej-

1

Md. Scoutmaster Gets
15 Years for

Child Abuse

emony into a special group within
his troop called “the Rowdies.”
Reading from a prepared state-
ment, Rankin asked Judge G.R.
Hovey Johnson to sentence i to a
long probation with community ser-
vice. “I never intended to harm any-
one,” Rankin said. “They were like
sons and little brothers to me. If 1

could turn back the hands of time, [

woukl.”

But Johnson, himself a former

:'Boy Scout, said probation would be
inappropriate in the case and sen-
tenced Rankin to 15 years for each

See SENTENCE, B2, Col. 3
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Md. Mar Gets 13 Years for Child Abuse

SENTENCE, From Bl

of . .1 counts, with the sentences
to run concurrently for a total pris-
on term of 15 years,

“[ honestly find this troubling
case to be overwhelming,” Johnson
said, “and [ 'find the offenses that
were committed with these young
boys absolutely incredible.

“It cries out for punishment,” the
judge continued. “It cries out for de-
terrence.” .

The case against Rankin, an Ea-
gle Scout and an honorably dis-
charged Marine, spurred the Na-
tional Capital Area Council Boy
Scouts of America to come up with

a new plan to help prevent child

abuse in scout units.

The Boy Scouts of America had
already maintained a computerized
reference system that lists more
than 2,000 former Boy Scout lead-
ers who have had probiems ranging
from alcoholism to inability to man-
age funds, but not all names make it
into the system,

The plan, released Dec. 15, did
not ~~" for any new screening of
Bow it volunteers. Instead, it
empti.ized adherence to the Scout
Oath—"to keep myself physically
strong, mentaily awake and morally
straight”—and self-monitoring of
behavior by scout leaders.

Rankin was arrested May 11, af-
ter the father of one of the victims
1otified officials of the National
Capital Area Council,

About six months before that,
iald - Assistant  State’s Attorney

.. among the victims will be scarred

Rankin, to bolster his self-esteem.
Judge Johnson said that Rankin
violated the trust parents have in
organizations such as the Boy
. Scouts to help shape their children,
“I can recall personally the influ-
ences that the scoutmaster had on
me,” he said. “To have that trust vi-
olated to the extent that you vig-
lated it cannot be condoned, cannot
be explained away by a sense of low
self-esteem.”

Thomas McManus, the father ar-
rived earlier than planned to pick up
his son from a scout meeting and
thought he saw Rankin playing with
his son’s genital area. The father
waited before notifying officials,
McManus said, because his son de-
nied for severai months that any-
thing had happened.

Rankin had led Troop 740 for
five years before his arrest last
spring. Eight of the incidents oc-
curred with scouts ages 14 to 16 .
during the weekly troop meetings
at a hall adjacent to Holy Redeemer
Catholic Church in College Park.
Thres other incidents cceurred at
an overnight camping trip with the
troop in Charles County. All of them
happened between early 1985 and
February 1987,

Rankin “had a clear sense from
the beginning that what he was do-
ing was wrong,” McManus said.

“Some of the victims can talk
about it with openness and candid-
ness,” McManus said. “They don’t |
appear to be emotionally scarred, at
least not on the surface. But others

for the rest of their lives.”

A psychiatrist and a psychologist
who have been counseling and treat-
ing Rankin since last summer cog- .
cluded that Rankin suffered from a %
poor self-image and became in-
volved in scouting “where he would
be accepted and could excel,” said »
Joseph DePaul, Rankin’s attorney. e
The crimes were committed, ac- |
cording to DePaul’s reading of the 7
health professionals’ evaluation of 5

el Loy
Y G (ANOON-THE WASHINGTON POST

Rankin, left, before Judge Johnson, who called the crime “absolutely incredible.”
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_rhegion
Ex-Scout leader
gets 15-year term
for abusing boys ‘

UPPER MARLBORO

A former Boy Scout leader faces
15 years in prison for sexuaily abus-
ing eight teen-age oop members in
Prince George's and Charles
countes,

Circuit Judge G.R. Hovey Johnson
yesterday sentenced David McDon-
ald Rankin to 15-year sentences for
each of 11 counts of child abuse and
specified that they should run con-
currently, according to the Prince
George's state’s attorney's office.

Rankin, 29, was scoutmaster of
Troop 740 of Holy Redeemer Catho-
lic Church in College Park when he
was taken into custody laszt May | 1.

The arrest came six months atter a
father who had arnved early to pick
up his son from a meeting saw Ran-
xin fondling the bov, said Assistant
State’s Attorney Thomas McManus.

The son of the man who witnessed
the abuse denied for several months

.that anything had happened,
McManus said.

Rankin toid the scouts the sex acts
were part of initiation into a special
group within the oop called ““The
Rowdies.”

Rankin. pieaded guilty in Novem-
ber to eight counts of child abuse in
Prince George's County.
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X-Scout
leaderto
dotime

By LARRY PERL

Journal stadt wntar . . ..

Calling it a crime that “cries out for pun-
ishment,” Circuit Court Judge G.R. Hovey
Johnson sentenced a former Scoutmaster in
College Park to 15 years in prison for sexu-
ally abusing 11 youths under his care.

“I was a Boy Scout,” Judge Johnson toid
the former Scoutmaster, David MacDonald
Rankin, during seniencing yesterday. 1
find the vuffense that was comumitted against
these boys to be absolutely incredible ... It
cries out for deterrent.”

Rankin, 28, of Adelphi, apologized and
asked the judge for “whatever leniency you
see fit."”

1 never intended to harm anyone,” Ran-
kin said. "I have repented.”

His attorney, Joseph DePaul, asked for a

sentence of probation with psychiatric -

counseling, arguing that Rankin has no pr-
or criminal record, is “remorseful’’ and is
being eated by two psychiatrists who cite
improvement.

But Johnson said prosecutors were “ex-
tremely lenient”’ in accepting a plea bargain
agreement under which Rankin would serve
no more than 15 years in prison.

Rankin could have received 3 maximum
165 years without the agreement.

Assistant State’s Attorney Thomas
¥cManus said he accepted the agreement
because of Raniin's clean record and imme-
diate guilty pleas. McManus also dropped
other charges against in. -

But he said Rankin “manipulated’ his
victims and "‘used their youthful desires and
blossoming sexuality . . . for his own sexual
gradricadon.” .

Rankin was indicted last June on 32
counts of sexual child abuse and other relat-
ed sexual offenses in 12 separate incidents
hetween September 1985 and April 1987
involving eight members of his Scout roop.
Three additional sexual child abuse charges
were added a week atter the indictments.

According to police, Rankin admitted that
he had been sexually involved with the
Scouts.

Rankin, a former Boy Scout, had been ac-

tive in his church and was honorably dis- -

charged from the Marines Corps after an
injury.

Johnson said it was “extremely difficuit”
to decide upon a sentence because of Ran-
kin's clean record. But he said Rankin com-
mitted crimes against young boys who are
impressionable. “I can recall the influence
that the Scoutmaster had on us,” he said of
his Boy Scout days.
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a1y €
. be put to a vote by the
600 members of the Fairfax Ld-
ation Association at a date yet to
determined, Dash said. .

Union leadership will recommend ~

1t members approve {he 1988-89
atract, hut Dash would not pre-
t whether it will pass ‘because
* said implementation of the pro-

ull
lane an...
million pacu . .
endorsed merit pay
30 percent total ra.
years and a voice in impte,
the details. _
Dash said the union gained
ground on four of its major con-

.erday’s

agteement until

- FUX
wot comment on
he

sends a memo to the School Board,
but officials said its cost would be
See FAIRFAX, B2, Col. 0

' cae Lonte of this
—aipus and to its potential for fu-
ture development,” the deans wrote
in the two-page, confidential mema
that one faculty member called
“rather extraordinary.”
Yesterday, the Campus Senate
held an unusual forum, featuring a

r-utect whau s one ot «,

jor resources,” said Prince Geury. o
County Executive Parrig Glendening,
who teaches governméht 4nd politics
courses at the university: “We have
to make sure not to harm the inter-
ests of College Park, which are al-

See UNIVERSITY, B5, Col. 2

ormer Scout Leader Pleads QE—Q

0 w Counts of Child Abuse in Md.

By Keith Harriston

Washington Post Staff Writer

ceremony into a special

Javid MacDonald Rankin, a former College
k Boy Scout leader, pleaded guilty yester-
County court to
for having mem-
s of his troop perform sex acts with him.
ankin, 28, who was scoutmaster of Troop
at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church for
arrest in May,
ight with his hands at his sides while Cir-
Hovey Johnson read
8 sexual

in a Prince George's
1t counts of child abuse

years until his

Court Judge G.R.
charges stemming from Rankin
act with eight teen-aged scouts,

is only dispute was with some of the
provided by Assistant
n's At rney Thomas McManus

s of the offenses

ttee

o, i
first questioned him in May.
really don't know how
ed,” Rankin told police,

tarted.”

-Manus said that Rankin told his victims

Rankin
t the dozens of incidents oc-
as he did when county inv

all of this got
according to a .
ment McManus read in court yesterday.,
st have been sick or something to let it

troop called

ther of one of the victims
the National Capital Area

stood

regularly scheduled troop
McManus said,

- “He looked through a

N the incident,

pened.

abuse in Charles County,

“The Rowdies.”
scouts, the prosecutor said, were required to
remove their clothes and masturbate.,

Rankin was arrested May 11,

that the sexual acts were part of an initiation

group within the
The chosen

after the fa-
notified officials of

Council Boy Scouts
of America that Rankin had molested his son.

About six months earlier,
the father had arrived earlier than planned to
pick up his son from what he thought was a

McManus said,

meeting. Instead,

the father found that there
was not a meeting at the church hall.

basement window

and saw his son with his pants down and what
appeared to be [Rankin| pla
~genital area,” McManus said.
stiga- - Later, when the father asked hig son

’

ying with his son’s

about

McManus said, the son denied
for several months that anything had hap-

As part of the plea agreement, Rankin will
" plead guilty to three additional counts of child
according to his at-
torney, Joseph DePaul. For all 11 cases,

[0V - Ml e P

,”.zm:._:: could be sentenced to a total of 15

. years in prison,
“He agreed that
said,

tion from the state.”

Sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 8.
Shortly after the publicity generated by the

‘and he felt that he was getting what he
" believed was a fair sentencing recommenda-

he was guilty,” DePaul

y Joseph DePaul bofore Judge Q.F Hovey Johnson,

case involving Rankin, the National
Area Council Boy Scouts of America formed a
committee to review the casé” and similar .
ones that have occurred in the Washington
area a:mm:m the past several years; ~ o

EESRPC,

Capital

Its report, which will includa’ fecommenda- .

!

tions on preventing similar incidents, is mxnm.nn..
ed to be complete in about two weiks. S
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National Capital Area Council

Boy Scouts of America
9190 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 » 301 530-9360

November 17, 1987

Mr. Paul I. Ernst

Director of Registration

Sum No. S-108

National Office, Boy Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane

Irving, Texas 75038-3096

Dear Paul:

The enclosed article from the Washington Post is provided for the David M.
Rankin file. The article is self explanatory.

Be assured that I will keep you posted on further developments.
Sin

F Cerms // /

Paul R. Davis, Jr.
Scout Execurive

PRD: jbo
Enclosure

cc: Kenneth W. Davis, NE Area 6 Director
Debra C. Duhs, Asst. Dr. Insurance and Risk Management
Carl L. Gell, General Counsel, N.C.A.C.

Member Agency of United Way of the National Cagital Aree ‘
Uan'NocsFum:me/Sw/W-umwwdme.lm-UnmwwolCaMnCoumy !

Serving the Youth of Washington, 0.C.. ang Seventsen Surrounarxg Couries of Marrand and Virginia |
Y/
Danigren Unrtad Givers Fund, Inc. * United Way ot Culoeper, !nc. » Manne Corps Dx Yot and £ C. United Fund

Uniteg Way
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TUesDAY, No, eatien 17,1987 ..

FipegaL Diary/Osituanies Coaics

B1

.

| Former

By Keith Harriston
Washington Post Staff Wreiter

David MacDonald Rankin, a former College
Pack Boy Scout leader, pleaded guilty yester-
day in a Prince George's County court to
cight counts of child abuse for having men-
bers of his troop perform sex acts with him,

Rankin, 28, who was scoutmaster of "I'roop
740 at Holy Redeemer Catholic Churct for
ive years until his arrest in May, stood
straight with his hands at his sides while Cir-
cuit Court Judge G.R. Hovey Johnson read
the charges stemming from Rankin's sexual
coutact with eight teen-aged scouts, -

His only dispute was with some of the
dates of the offenses provided by Assistant
State’s Attorney Thomas McManus. Rankin
admitted that the dozens of incidents oc-
curred, just as he did when county investiga-
tors first questioned him jn May, ¢ | :

“I teally don't know how all oﬁ this got
started,” Rankin told police, accocding to a
statement McManus read in court yesterday.,
“I must have been sick or something to let it
get stagted.” ,

MeManus said that Rankin told his victims

y
i

Scout [eac
To 8 Counts of Q‘Ea_ Abuse in

er Pleads

Guilty
M.

that the sexual acts were part of an injtiation
ceremony into a special group within the
troop called “The Rowdies.” The chosen
scouts, the prosecutor said, were required to
remove their clothes and masturbate. _

Rankin was arrested May 11, after the fa-
ther of one of the victims notified officials of
the National Capital Area Council Boy Scouts
of America that Rankin had wmolested his son.

About six months eaclier, McManus said,
the father had arrived earlier than planned to
pick up his son from what he thought was a
regularly scheduled troop meeting. Instead,
McManus said, the father found that there
wiis not a meeting at the church hall,

“He looked through a basement window
and saw his son with his pants down and what
appeared to be [Rankin) playing with his son’s
geaital area,” McManus said,

Later, when the father asked his son about

the incident, McManus said, the son denied

?nmné:._:_c::_m::: ::S_::m_:a:;?
pened. '
As part of the plea agreement, Rankin will
plead guilty to three additional counts of child
abuse in Charles County, according to his at-
totney, Joseph DePaul, For all 11 cases,

.. 2% e
with atlorney Joseph DoPaul before Judge GR, Hovey dohnson,

Raukin could be sentenced to a total of 15
YEars in prison, .
“lle agreed that he was guilty,” DePaul
sald, “and he felt that he was getling what he
believed was a fair sentencing recommenda-
tion from the state.” .
“Sentencing is scheduled ‘or Jan, 8.
Shortly after the publicity generated by the

WASHINGTON posT

case involving Rankin, the National Capital
Area Council Boy Scouts of Awierica formed a
committee to review the case and similygp
ones that have occurred iy the Washington
area during the past several years, "

lis report, which wilt include recommends-
tions on preventing similar incidents, is expect-
ed o be complete in about two weeks,
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November 10, 1987

Mr. Paul Davis

Scout £xecutive

National Capital Area Councit, No. 82
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: 0avid McDonaid Rankin

Dear Payl:

Thank vou fopr the detaiied information sent concerning the above Scouter.

This case has been reviewed with our dttorney and is noy on aur permanent
Confidentia) File.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Director
Registration Service

&
PE/mdw N
oA N
cc: Northeast Region PSR
N S X
Q = N
g 32
&
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National Capital Area Council

Boy Scouts of America
2190 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 « 301 530-9360

October 21, 1987

Mr. Paul I. Ernst

Director of Registration

SIM Ne. 108

National Office, Bay Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane

Irving, Texas 75038

Dear Paul:

Enclosed report related to David M. Rankin (Troop 740) was received today
from the Prince George's County Department of Social Services. This report is
furnished for your "confidential® file.

We have teen informed that David Rankin has pleaded quilty to one or more
charges of sexual abuse. Sentencing is scheduled for mid-November. I will
send you additional details and informaticn as received.

Sinc

Paul R. Davis, Jr.
Soout Executive

PRD: jbp

cc:  Kenneth W. Davis, Area 6 Director
Debra C. Duhs, Asst. Dr. Insurance and Risk Management
Carl L. Gell, General Ccunsel, N.C.A.C.
David K. Park, National Legal Counsel
BEdward G. Underwced, Director of Field Service, N.C.A.C.
Dr. Thomas W. Weir, Task Force Chairman

Member Agency of United Way of the National Capital Aree
UModG'NorsFund:Fmdonclaowg/SW/W’UantdemCmmmlm'UndewofCamCoumy

Servng e Youth of Wastingron, 0.C., and Seventeen Surrounding Counpes of Maryland and Vircasa
@
Oanigren Unneg Givers Fund, Inc. « United Wy of Culpeper. Inc. + Manne Corps Owvelopment and Educanon Comwmand Unted Fund

Unitea Way
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® ecever oo 2 1 %87

Final Report of Protective
Services Investigation of

BOoy Scout Troop 27490

Submitted by: Prince George's Count

7 Department of Social Services
Protective Services f

or Children, Area ITI
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‘ FINAL REPORT .

Boy Scout Troop %740

On May 12, ‘1987 the Department of Social Services receivead a
referral alleging on-going, inaporopriate sexual behavior between a
boy scout member of troop #740 and an adult troop leader. Upon
receipt of the initial referral, the Department of Social Services
notified the State's attorney's office, Mrs. Carol Fagen of Social
Services Administration,- Audrey Sutton, Deputy Director and Mr.
Henry Gunn, Director, The Department also contacted Mr. praul R.
Davis, Jr., Scout Executive, at the Boy Scouts of America National
Headquarters in Bethesda, Maryland and obtained lists of names andg
addresses of the boys who participated in Boy Scout Troop 3740 for
the entire period the alleged perpetrator was in a leadership role
within the troop. Mr. Davis also supplied the names and addresses
of youth members of the Patuxent Chapter Dance Team. This dance

team was an offshoot of the boy scout troop. Once again, the

Telephone calls were made to call the Parents of the  minor
boys and to the young men (who are now adults) inviting them to one
of two group meetings. These meetings were held at the
Department's Ager Road office on June 10, 1987 and June 11, 1987
and were conducted jointly by Protective Services workers, the CID
Detectives, and members from *he Sexual Assault Center. The
meetings were not well attended by parents and only five young men
attended. These five were interviewed privately by Protective

Service workers after the meeting was concluded.

CONF013642



All of the fam’ies, those who attended the meetings and those
who did not attend the meetings were mailed follow-up letters.
Included in these letters was the HDS pampnlet

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention which discussed the Physical and

behavioral signs that are common among children who have been
sexually molested. If any or some of these symptoms were evident,
they were urged to seek help through the Sexual Assault Center and
telephone numbers were included. Services through Protective
Services were alsoc offered and telephone numbers were supplied.

AsS a result of the investigation, seven sexual abuses were
"confirmed" and six were "indicated". Most of the abuse began as
innitiation into a select group called "the Rowdies". All the
members of this group were also members of the Boy Scout Troop
#740, and the alleged perpetrator was again one of the leaders.
Fifty six (56) cases were determined as "uncertain®” and five were
"ruled out".

The number of confirmed and indicated sexual abuse cases 1is
very high and raises serious concerns pertaining to the adequacy of
supervision for all troop activities. It is recommended that no
troop leader should ever conduct a hike, overnight, or any other
activity sponsored by the Boy Scout Troop by him or herself. At
least two leaders should be present at ail times, It 1is also
recommended that all leaders and potential leaders participate in a

sexual abuse prevention training program.
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July 13, 1987

Mr. Pacl Davis

Scout CXxecutive

National Capital Area Council, ¥o. 82

PERSCNAL & CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: David McDenald Rankin
Uear Paul:

Thank you for the Confidential Record Sheet and the other information which we
have received. This material is very thorough and will be the basis for our
file, which will enable us to refuse registration should attempts be made.

I would like to xnow the outcome of the legal action which is taking place
related to this. If it has now peen completad, we would like the conviction
and sentencing if these have occurred.

Thank you for your help in giving us a complete file.

Sincerely,

Paul Zrnst, Director
Registration & Subscription Service

eak (ng
cc: Northeast Region 4j<3 A4
& &
B
&
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National Capital Area Council
Boy Scouts of America

2190 Wisconsin Avenue, Sethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 ¢ 301 $30-9360

June 8, 1987

Mr. Paul V. Ernst .
Director of Registration
SUM : Q108

National Office, Boy Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane
[rving, Texas 75038-3096

Dear Paul:

Herewith enclosed are confidential record sheets and supporting
newspaper articles, written statements and memorandum prepared by
professional staff members related to David M. Rankin and Henry J.
Whitmer, Jr.

Both of these former Scouters (registration suspended) should
be placed on file for future reference. The nature of the charges
against these individuals is such that future registration should be
denied for the good of the movement.

Please let me know if additional supporting documentation is
required for either individual.

Paul R. Davis, Jr. 3
Scout Executive

PRD: jbp

cc: Kenneth W. Davis, Area Director
Carl L. Gell, Legal Counsel
Or. Gerard J. Kennedy, Council Commissioner

Serving the Youth of Wasnmgron, 0.C., and Seventsen Surmounding Countras of Maryand snd Virgins
Member Agency ot United Way of the Nationsi Capital Arse

Unitac Givers Funa: Fredencxsourg / Sootsynvama / Stafford « United Way ot Fregencx County, Inc »  United Way of Caivert County
Danigren Unitea Grvers Fund. Inc o United Way ot Cuiosper, Inc. o« Manne Corps Davetooment and Education Command Unrtea Funa
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June 4, 1987

Mr. Paul Davis

Scout Executive

Mational Capital Area Council, Mo. 82

PERSCHNAL & CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: David Rankin

Oear Paul:

Thank vou for the cal] which you made to our office related to the above-named
individual. We haye also received some newspaper articles indicating that Mr,
Rankin nas been charged with sex abuse,

I am enclosing a Confidentiai Record Sheet which I would Tike +o have complet-
ed so that we nay identify Mr. Rankin should he try to register in some other
Tocation.,

I know you will also Keep us informed as more information becomes available so
that we can add this to our file,

Please Tet us know if we may be of help to you,

Sincerely,

Paul Zrnst, Director
Registration & Subscription Service

eak
Encl. 9 Qs
N
cc: Hortheast Region §g§§3 Q‘;ﬁﬁa
s
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5 in Adelphi Troop

By Keith Harriston

Washington Past Stalf Wrlter

o
Are Alleged Victims , |
i

An Adelphi Boy Scout leader hag .

- been charged with five counts of child

sexual abuse for allegedly . having

" members of. his- ttoop perform- sex '

acts with him as part of a purported .,
initiation rite, Princs George's Coun- .
olice said yesterday, B
v l‘_’)av(;d Mac}ll)onnld Rankin, 28, of
2113 Rolander St., an Eagle Scout
and an honorably discharged Ma-
rine who has led the troop fqr five
years, was held last nigh't in the .
county correctional center in fieu of -
$100,000 bond. . - . .
Carl Gell, general counsel for Bo'y‘ ,
Scouts of America and vice presi-

" dent of the Nationai Capit;nl Arga .
Council Boy Scouts of America, said,
yesterday that he knew of no cases
n the Washington area with go

- many alleged victims,

“It is probably the biggest cage of
this sort to ever come down the
road,” said Gell, who added that
Rankin is one of ahout 15,000
scouting volunteers in the area,
which comprises the District and 16
counties from Fredericksburg, Va.,
to Frederick, Md.

Although the Boy Scouts of
America has a computerized refer~
ence system that lists more than
2,000 former Boy Scout leadgrs
who have had problems ranging
from alcoholism to inability to man-
age funds, not all members’ names -
make it into the system, .

In September 1985, a Reston.
scoutmaster who pleaded guilty to :

See SCOUT, B10, Col. 1 |,

Sex Abuse = BheWashinglon os | il

. bohq revigw, }méring‘yesterday, af-

8

o : 'm s N e B
David MacDonaid Rankin #ppears it a bond reviow hoaring I aex o

Adelphi ch{qt,ma'ste’z‘i Charged.

tsm’o\'éﬁ [
buse dage;,'

-, Y
BEs I Mt

. 8COUT, From B1

five county_of Sodofny ad- 8963+ “'said he still would have been accept
vated sexual battery involvig thrés" #1pq a8 a troop leader, ‘

members of his troop was discoy- y

ered to have pleaded no contest ty
similar chatges in Rhode fstand and’ 8 dark closet cage,” - , .,

. L d
"applicants, Gell sal'dl.,H‘Ranklhimléif
out his apxillcatidﬂ’ti‘hth{ully,‘ Gell

hefe wis o red flag, fiothing
out there,” Gell 481d.:"This guy was

received 4 five-year Suspended den:  The Rev. Ronald Jameéon, paétor

tence thete,
cials said, the man’s name had nevy.
er been forwarded to the national

mehow, scout offi. of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church,
which sponsors Troop 740, said he
was shocked when police told him on

office, Monday aboyt Rankin's arregqt, Jame:

The same month, It was learned
that a Wakefleld High School teach-
er's aide who also worked ag an At-'  tory each week to get 4 key to unlock
lington Boy Scout leader had been  the hall where the troop met,
charged with aggravated sexua| . Rankin, who said jn court that he
battery of a fuvenife, - : "+ . works as a manager of Gilbert Gung

Ahd less than two weeks later, 3 - Unlimited.‘ 3 Rockville -gun_shop,
former  Annapoliy Assistant  Boy - was described by another Minister
Scout leader pleaded guilty to hay. 23 a kind and generous person whiy
ing sexually abysed eight boysin hig  has been active in Scouting since his
troop over 3 five-year period, 1: 1~ youth and hag n active as ‘3

Rankin s arrested Monday night, . member of the College Park United
fhreé days After te-geferal counsef : Methodist Church, 2 RE.
for Boy Scouts of Americ4 told colinty The Rey, Joh" Hamil on, pastor q(
polce that a parent of oe member of the Methodist church, said Yesterday
Rankin's tro iy have oboersig iy thal he has knowm Ranki nd his par-
son and Rankitt Itvolved I 2 wnysyap, ents for mote than five pedrs;’:> 5
actin October© oS S0 “He s the fast berson n the

The charges Sten‘: from incidentg "~ WOrld -"m I\ehxpect ’wéuld do u:my'
with five youths age 14 to 16 during thing ,fke this, Hamilton fald. “You
the weekly meetings of Troop 749  SOWIN't find a hicer, kinder rérson,
feapirt adiacent to the Holy Re.  MAnY, many scout leaders hiye by

g deéﬁwe'r'camarwcnmm'comnmgﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁg@%ggﬁ‘ﬁﬁ%f@gﬂ&:

Park,- ‘Accoeditig ~ to: coprt - docui1#
ments. Ratikint ad ' the troop’s
scoutmaster, The - incidents alleg-
edly occurred between early 1985
and Febtuary 1987, police said,

Rankin, who was in court for 5

gormooh, asked Distric Citrt Jydga® |
Steve Platt to releasé him without
bond. “I went In voluntarlly befora
the police notified me,” Rankin told

latt. “ cooperated with the polica ;
all the way,” .

Cpl. Bruce Gentile, a pofice
spokesman, gaid that victims told
investigators that Rankin had the
youths perform the acts ad part of an
initiation intg the Order of the Ar.
Tow; which Boy Scout ledders de.
scribed ag a service organization and
honor society in Scoltting, o

“They apparently went off away
front the Broup whent the incidents
occurred,” Gentile said. *There 4
parently were no othér adults in the
room with them.” 1, - :

The father of one victim told po-
lice over the weekend that in Qc.

LY N

son said hig only contact with Rankin
was when Rankin stopped at the rec.

1
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

n

Certain information has come to my knowledge in my capaci:ty a
the First Counselor to the Bishop of the Carcollton Ward, Of th
Silver Spring Stake, of The Churcn of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, pertaining to the probable comission of offenses under

the State of Maryvland laws.

w

Normally this knowledge would be cla ssified as confidential in-
formation under the relationship between the cle rgy and a church
member; however, in view of the gravity of the probable offanses,
and of the need to ensure that such offenses do not continue to
occur in the future, and in the best interests of the community,
and after discussions with nigher church pciesthood leaders, it
is felt that =this knowledge should be made available ;o the
aporopriate secular authorities for apporopriate correck ac-
tion. The passage of this information should not e conbt ued as
a diminution of the rights of the church to ke2p apporopriate
confidential information; or of an agraement that any such future
rights of the church should be so abridged.

It should also be notaed that this document is submit:teé only
after consultation with the darents of the minor concerned, and
after their agreement that such information should be discl osed

o the appropriate authorities for cocrective action.

Last summer (1986) I had the occasion to uct a "priesthood
worthiness interview" with ﬂ a member of the
church, in my capacity as a Counselor to the Bishop. Az uhat
time sometning in nis answers oertaining to nis mocal status jus

"did not ring e." Hdowever, after mocre questioni ng I decided I
must e interpreting my inspiration on his answers wrongly, and
~

drooped the su

O‘rx r
. .D ry o

Again about Octodber T -alked wl*-h- and again guestionsd hinm
about nis general morality.

Then last fall, approximately in Novemberc, _
the leqalmof— then agea L5, came to me
as a chu feacer old me tnat thought he nad observed a

sexual act oe*ween and Mr. David Rankin, the leader of the

Order of the Arrow Dance Team of the Patuxent District of :zhe Boy
Scouts of America,. Mr. Rankin is also the Scoucmaster of Troop
inen he
Z  the

740 of the same districre. sald in effact that
went £o pick up als son from an evening dance oractice
Riverdale Recreazion Canter as he walked by a window he
e saw Mr. Rankin crouching over or bent over i
trousers down, and that Mr. Rankin was engaging in sex wi-n

fu k'

(v

1 CONPTDENTIAL
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scussion 'said he was not ly ce!ain, but that isg

Coon di r2al
wnat it looked like. I said in effect was it 20ssibls he was
wrong., Ae adinicted it was, but he did not think so,

In view of the fact that T had known Mr. Rankin for about 15 to
20 years since he was a B0y Scout, and as I had never neard any
bad or questionable moral reports vertaining to him, or had any
£2ason to doubt Mr, Rankin's orals, T found this very difficulet
to believe, I Eelt#must have seen wrong as he said he
just  got a "passing glance through a crack in the curtains or

shades as he walked up, He nad not had an opoortunity to get a
clear view of =pe scene, He agreed that pechaps he had been
wrong.

In March 1987- was about to turn 15, U asked his parents to
have him come to church on a Sunday as I wanted to hold anotner
priesthood worthiness interview, and nad not been in church
for some weeks as he had been working oart time, including on
Sundays, However, each time an appointment was made - would
MmLSS.

Then on Monday, Aapril 26th, teleohoned me and asked
that I meet wikh him, and ne stated that no 2ad solid evi-
dence as to Mr. Rankin's actions., I met at the churcn
building. He stated that while he and B 2c: ciding home 1in
Nis osickup truck he hagd accosted M vi-h what ne thougnt he had
seen, and that he nad gotten talking, and had admitted
that he had in fact seen Mr, Rankin and [l in 2 sexual ace.
Either nad already a tape cecorder in the truck turned
o0, ©or ne now turned irc on, and he had recorded his and _
conversation.

He ©o2layed the Lape on the recorder. I nave known sin

4as about two vears old, and T believe it was voice, ﬂ
said 1in effect that when he was inductad intoe the "underworld"
grous of the Order of the Arrow one of the initiation reguire-

ments of this "underworld" was to have sex either with the other
boys in the group or with the adult leader. fle had been led to
beliave this was =he way the Order of the Arrow always had been.
de said that af=zar the lnitiation the sex was initiated either by
a Dpoy leader or the adult leader when some "lower" ooy had

"gooZed un", e said Mr. Rankin was the only adult that he knew
Of who had had sex with the group. de thought avery boy in the
groun had occasionally had seg with each other. He said the sex
usually consistcad of "olaying with each otner® out phe also said
M, Rankin nad "sucked” him on -he night tnat nad come
by Just at rhat time, Ae did not state if rhe latter type of

action had occurred at other Fimes, On the tape he mentioned by
name a boy and a who hnhad been
involved, Tais had not wanted to darticipate when initi-
ated, but apparan nad been talked into it.

It was also Y2y apparent from the taoe that - felt 1if it
became known that he had "told” he would be beatenp 0r D2o0ssibly
killad by =zhe Othars, for telling. He appeared to he very scared
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Of Mr, Rankin and geBought that Mr. Rankin woulamnot do the bezb-
ing or the violenc‘imself but that he woul ave someone else
do iz, It seemed that had been told, orobably by the hovs,
that there was a "goon squad” who handled such things for the
"lower world."

I recommended to— that he should take this information
elther to khe Scouting autnorities or to the civil authorities
He wanted to discuss this Ffirst with
motaer, She in turn was very afraid that violence would be done
eitcher to or to N - i -ois Appacently Mr.
Rankin has a reputation for violence when things do not hapoen
the way he would like: at least both of them so beliave, -
felt he should go to the Scout leadars; _ was
acraid of what would nagoen,

I should add that I have been an adult 30y Scout leader from 1955
until the preseant, and from July 1985 thcough September 1967 I
Was a orofessional Scout Executive on the 8oy Scouts of America
payroll, and that in all that time I have never heard of anytning
like this in either the Ordec of the Arrow or from any othner
function in Scouting, In all these years I have never heard of
“lower worlds" in the Order of the Arrow. I believe this is some
“false doctrine” that was introduced by some individual "on their
own, "

With _ concurrance I discussed the matter verbally witn
Ar. Don Fornoff, the Patuxent Distcict Scout Executive. He
Stated that Boy Scouts of America would of course take immediate
action, but that they must have sometiaing definitive, such as a
writtan statement, or the tape. was still afraid to
take any such action.

then discussed the whole matter with 38ishoo Roy McIntosa, Jr.,
¢ D1ishoo of the Carrollton Ward of the caurch, I then asked

to ocing M to the church that evening to talk with
the 3:Lshoo and have a new priestnood worthiness interview,

_ pickec M up from his part time job and drove him

direczly to the church. The 3ishop and I drove togetner to the
churca.  The Bishoo and [l vent iato the Bishoo's office, and

_ and I went into the next office and talked,

After over an hour the Bishoo came to whers we were and said that
iln talkxing with , I ad said ia effect tne same as I nad
neard on the tane, The Bishop said he had not told [l abouc
the ; DUt had approacned it from "how have things been goiang,
you doing anvthing that is immoral."

-
L
o
C

a

All  Zour of us then met together in the 3ishoo's office, and it
was ohvious from -conve:sation that he had in =ffact said
783, it had been nappening. [ 2t this time also saig tnac he

xn2w of no other adult who had been iavolved exceot Mr. Rankin

and chat ne did not thiak any other adults knew about it axcept

we three, fe also said ne had not been iavolved for aobout three
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montas and khat h‘ad been trying to stav awa”:om ) dance
team meetings, TW¥said that the incidents ha occurred at the

Riverdale Recreation Center, at some room ia the dasement of lLhe
Holy Redeemer Church which he called "the pit” where the dance
Ceam met, and at various cutdoor locations whea the tsam was
camping, - also said that such things had never happened at a
meeting of Trooo 740 that he knew of; only at the Order of the
Arrow Dance Team events.

and I have discussed this matter since and he believes
it snould be reported to the appcooriate authocrities, Dbut [ ]
1s scared that if he reports it Mr. _Rankin in some manner
W1l have pnysical violence done either to , or to
or .poth. I have tried to explain that thers comes a time when
one must do what is right and ignore the consequences, and that
besidas we really don't know that any violence would even be
attempted, and that that is probably all a scacre to ensure secre-
cy. 3ut _sne is still frightened of the possible consequences.
asked would I or the B1ishop write the letter that the

80y Scouts of America needs to take the aporopriate action.

The Bishop then discussed this matter with the Stake President
(the next higher church e<helon) but then the Bishoo had to leave
town on business Ffor several weeks. Today I discussed this
mattar with the Stake President and he concurced that I should
Wcite the letzer ina the 3isnop's absence.

Although I have no evidence except tnat which is perchaps hearsay
evidenca,. it 1is my belief that thecre is sufficient reason to
celieve moral offanses wers committad as well as legal offenses,
and that they constitute sufficieant provable cause for Ffurther
investigation under the Maryland Child Abuse Acts,

LEE F. ISON
first Counselor to the B3l1snop,
Carrollton Ward,
Silver Soriag Stake,
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latkar Dav Saints
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NATICNAL CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL &SCOUTS CF AMERICA

dpril 30, 1987

Paul Davis

Don Fornoff

: Garland Kitchens
RE: Child Abuse Allegations Regarding OA Dance Team Advisor
April 27

4:00 p.m.

I received phone call from Lee Ison, first counselor of Carrollten Ward,

LCS Church. Ison is the Scout Coordinator and a past significant
supporter of district projects.

[son was approached by [ czcont of M a2 mecber of the oA
dance team of Patuxent District. [lland his wife determined that [
was part of "activities" which call into question the intagrity of David
Runkin, OA dancs team advisor and also current Scoutmastar of Troop 740
cf Holy Redeemer Catholic Church of College Park, Marylanc.

alleges homosexual activity on the part of Mr. Rankin and several {not
named) boys as zart of an OA dance team initiation called the
"underground". (This ooint should be confirmed). Mr. Rankin is the

only adult namecd. -was a part of the abusive activity,

I told Ison that a formal letter was needed by Scouting officials for
Us to act. Garland Kitchens was apprised of the situation.

11:45 p.m.

Ison called to inform me the parants would not sign a letter of
complaint, citing fzar that the boy would be taken frcm Shem by a child
protective services program. This develcoment was confirmed af-sr the
parsnts, the bov, Ison and Roy McIntosh, Bishop of the LOS Ward, met

to determine a course of action. (I believe the parants sought nelp from

churcn leacdersnip as a normal course of action as a Morman family) .

The Bishop and Ison indicated that they would send a letter to the Scout
Ixecutive if the parsnts would not, believing the cradibility of the
complaint warzanted that action.
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April 28 . ‘
mvo addirional conversations with Ison produce no further action cn his
gart or tne parsncs.
I briefad Districz Chairman Rick Brandon on the advice of Garland
Xitchens cecause Rankin is scheduled to rasceive the District award of
Merit on May 8. Brandon and I agreed the award must not be presented
(unless the whole allegation "blows up in smoka"). He will proceed to
accomplish that on a "no questions asked" basis with others involved in
the awards process.

April 29
5:00 p.m.
Phone conversation with Ison again showed no action. However, the Bishop
has conversad wish the scake prasident and the stake president also
agrees that the bishop and Ison should send a letter if the parents do
not. The letter would come to the Scout Executive (hand-carry) by mid-
week of the week of May 4.
I asked Ison was he absolutely certain of the credibility of the
ccmplaint. He raplied ves.

rReference

Lee Iscn -

first Counselor

Roy McIntosh
Ward Bishop

Lester (P

Parant

Dale‘

Boy

David Rankin
Scoutmaster T740
0A Dance Team aAdvisor

Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Sponsor, T740

Rev.

i
i

Jamison _
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5 May 1987
TO WHOM IT may CONCERN:

Certain information nas come to my Xnowledge g my capacity as
the First Counselor to the Bishoo of the Carrollton Ward, of the
Silver SPring Stake, of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, Pertaining to tpe probable comission of offenses under
the State of Maryland laws.

1y

Normally this knowledge woulg be classified as confidential 1in-
formation under the relationship between the clergy and a church
member; however, in viey of the gravicy of the probable offenses,
and of the need to €nsure that such offenses do not continue to
OCcur in the futurs, and in the pest interests of rhe community,
and after discussions with nNigher church 9c¢iesthood leaders, 1ir
Is felt rhat tais knowledge snould be made available to Ehe
appropriate secular authorities for approoriate corrective ac-
tion. The Dassage of tnis information snould not bHe construed as
a diminution of tpe rights of the church to Keeo appropriate
confidencial information; or of an agrsement that any such future
tights of the church snould be SO abridged,

It should also 5e notad that this documenc s submitted only
after consultation with the Parents of the minor concerned, ang
after their adreement that such information should be discloseg
€0 the approoriate duthorities for cocrective action,

Last summer (1986) I nhad the QCCasio Uct a "oriesthood
worthiness interviey" Wwilth a member of the
church, in My <apacity as a Counselor to the Bishoo. At that

time something in nisg answers vertaining to his mocal status just
"did not ring true. " However, after nmora questioning I decideg I
must oe interpreting my ilnspiration on nis answecrs wrongly, and
droooed the Subjecsk,

Adala about Oc=ober I talked with Dpale and agaia guestioned nim
about his genera: mocality,
Then las: fall, apovroxima Ha il mber,

» Shen adeaq 13, came Lo pqe
cold me that ne t:

the legal Ffather ot
43S & church leacder anc acught he had observed a
Sexual acxz bhetween and Mr. David Rankin, the leader of the
Order of the Arzow Dance Teanm Of the Patuxent Distzict 0f =he 3oy

SCouts of America. Mr. Rankin is also the Scoutmaster of Trocp
740 of the same cGistric isaid in =ff2ct that when he

districe,
went to pick un nis son from an evening dance practice a- the
Riverdaleas Recreation Canter as he walked OV a window he rh -
ne saw Mr., Rankin croucaing over or ben: over [ R
trousers down, and that Mr. Rankin was €ngading in sex wiknh
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Upon iiscussion Qsaid he was not r2allvy ce!ai. ;  Dut that is
what it looked like. I said in 2ffect was it cossible he was
wrong, de admitzted i- was, but ne did not toink so,.

In wview of the fack tha: T had known Mr. Rankin for about 15 to
20 years since he was a 30y Scout, and as I had never heard aay
pad or gquestionable moral reoorks 9ecrtaining to him, or nad any
£2ason to doubt Mr. Rankin's morals, T found this very difficultg

£o pelieve, I felt MUSL have seen wrong as he 33id he
just  gor a "passing glance” tharough a crack in tpe curtains or
shade as he walked up, e nhad not had an opoortunity to get a
clear view of the scene, He agreed thnat Pechaps he had been
wrong.

In March l987_was about to turn 1§, T asked his garents to

nave him come to church on a Sunday aewvanted to hold another
Priestnood workthiness interview, and nad not been in church
for some weeks as he had bveen WOorxing oart time, including on
Sundays, However, each time an agoointment was made B o
miss,

Then on Monday, April 26th, telechoned me and asked

that I meet with nim, and he stated that now he had solid evi-
dence as to Mr. Rankin's actions. 1 met NN :: :he church

building. de stated that while he and B - tiding home 1in
Nis pickup truck he nad accostad with what he thought he had
seen, and that he had gotten alking, and i :ag admitte

that he had in fact seen Mr, Rankin and Dale in a sexual act.

Zltner ad already a cape recordsr in the kruck
on, Oor he now turned i= on, and he nad rscorded his and

conversation.

de o2layed the tape on the racorder. I nave known since he
W¥as about two vears old, and T believe it was voice, -

said in effect that when he was inductad into the "underworld"
drous cf the Order of the Arrow one of the initiation reqguire—

ments of this "underworlgd" Was to have sex either with the other
boys in the group or with the adul: leader, e had besn led to
pelisve this was =he way the Order of :=he Arrow always had been.
de said that afher the initiation the sex was lnitiated either by

th
4 5oy leader or the adult leader when some "lower” boy had
"gooZed up", e saild Mr., Rankin was -he only adult that h
Of wno had had seyx with Che group. He thought every boy in the
groun had occasionally had sex with each other. de said the sex
usually consisted of "olaying wit-h each Other"™ but he also said
Mr . Rankin had "sucked" nim on the night tnat had come
by just at that time. e did not states if =ha latter type of

action had occurred ar or cimes, On the taoe he mentioned by
and o N .o nia sens

name a Dboy
involved, This nad not wanted to darticipate when initi-

ated, but apparently had been talked into 1t

It was also Very apparent from -he tap=a t’nat-felt it it

became known that he nad "told" he would ne beaten or 20ssibly

killed by the others, for telling, He apoeared to be very scare
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of Mr. Rankin and ught that Mr., Rankin woul,wt do the bezi-
ing or the violence aimself, but that he would Rave someone else
do it, It seemed chat [ had veen told, probably by the bhoys,
that there was a "goon sgquad"” who nandled such things for the
"lower world."

I recommended to NN 12t he should take this information
@lither to the Scouting authorities or to tnhne civil authoritiss.
He wanted to discuss this first with
mother, She in turn was very afraid that violence would be done
either to M or to Lester if Lester did tnls. Apparently Mr.
Rankin has a reputation for violence wanen tnings do not hapcen
the way he would like; at least both of them so believe, N
=g>™ ‘-1t he should go to the Scout leaders; NN s
atraid of what would happen.

I snould add that I have been an adult 3oy Scout leader from 195
until the present, and from July 19485 thcough September 1967
was & professional Scout Zxecutive on the Bov Scouts of America
vavroll, and that in all that time I have never neard of anytiaing
like this in either the Order of the Arrow or from any other
function in Scouting, In all these years I have never nheard of
“lower worlds" in the Ordec of the Arrow. I believe this is some
“false doctrine" that was introduced by some individual "on their
own, "

=4 AN

With concurrance I discussed the mattar verbhallv wizh
Mr ., Don Fornoff, the Patuxent Distcict Scoukb Executive, He

stated that Boy Scouts of America would of course take immediate
action, but that they must have something definitive, such as a
wriltten statement, or the tape. [P -as still afraid to
take any sucn action.

I taen discussed the whole matter with 83ishop Roy McIntosh, Jr.,
tha Dbishop of the Carrollton Ward of the church. I then asked

to oring M to the church that evening to talk with
the Bisaop and have a new priesthood woctniness interview.

* vicked NI up from his pact time job and drove him
direczly to the church. Tha Bisnoco and I drove together to the

caurca. _The Bishoo and [iilvent into tne Bishoo's office, aad
and I went Lnto the next office and talked,

After over an hour the 3ishoo came to whera we were and said that
in talking wich (IIEE B n2c said in 2ffect the same as I nad
heard on the tace. The Bishop said nhe had anot told I zo0uc
the tape, but nac aporocached it from "how nhave things besn goiang,
and ara you doing anything that 1is immocal.”

All four of us tzasn met togetner in the 3isnon's office, and it

was obvious from [ conversation that ne nhad in effact said
ves, 1t had been navvening. [ 2t this time also said that he

xnew of no other adult who had been iavolved excepot Mr. Rankin

and that ne did not think any other adul:ts knew about i: except

we tnree, He also said ne nad not been involved for about tarae
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Montns and that hgghad been tr7ing to stay aw’f:om the dance
Ceam meetings, 'said that the incidents n®occurred at  the
Riverdale Recreation Center, at some room in the dasement of thno
Holy Redeemer Church which he called "the pit" where the dance
Ceam met, and at various outdoor locations when the team was
camping. also said that such things nad never napoened at a
meeting of Troop 740 that he knew of; onlv at the Order of the
Arrow Dance Team events.

_ and I have discussed this matksr since and he believes
Lt _snould be reported to the approoriate authorities, but B
1s scared that if he £eports it Mr., Rankin in some manner
will have physical violence done either to B o- o '
or botna. I have tried to explain that thers comes a time when
dne must do what is right and ignore the consequences, and thnat
besides we really don't know that any violence would aven be
attemptad, and that that ig probably all a scace to ensure secre-

Cy. 3ut _ sne is s:till Erightened of tne possible consequences.,
asked would T or the Bisnhoo write the letter that the

30y Scouts of aAmerica needs Lo take the approoriate action,

3ishop then discussed this matter with the Stake ©President

€ next nigher churca echelon) but thaen the Bishop nad to leave
N on business for several weeks, Today I discussed thnis
[
o

8C with the Stake Prasident and ne concurced that I should
2 the letter in the 3isnoo’'s absence.

Althoucgn I nave ac evidence €Xcept that which is pechaps hearsay
avidence,. it is @y belief that thecre is sufficient reason to
believe moral off2nses were committad as well as legal offenses,
and tnat they constitute sufficient pcobable cause for further
investigation under the Maryland Child Abuse Acts.

LEE 7., ISON
first Counselor Lo the 3isnoo,
Carrollton wWard,
Silver Soriang Staks,
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latcar Day Saints
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Council Executive Board Member
FRCM: Carl L. Gell, General Counsel/VP Program
DATE: May 13, 1987

RE: David Rankin - Cchilgd Abuse Charges

On Monday, May 11, 1987, David M. Rankin, Scoutmaster
of Troop 740, was charged by the Prince Georges County
Police with five counts of child sexual abuse for
allegedly having members of an Order of the Arrow Dance
team perform sex acts with him as part of 3 purported
initiation rite. The incidents allegedly occurred between
early 1985 and February of 1987.

Concern over the matter was firsk brought to the
Council's attention on April 27 by a district scouter
after he has been alerted by a parent of one of the boys.
The parents had suspicions of the problem since October of
1986 but did not Speak to any one about it, apparently
fearing pnysical harm to the boy.

When Dbrought to our attention, the situation moved "up
the ladder” from the District Executive to the Scouk
Executive. Paul Davis called me and we reviewed the facts
as presented in a confidential memo. We felt the

information g9dve us reason to contack the appropriate

4043 A
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duthorities. I went to the Criminal Investigation
Division of the Prince Georges County Police and explained
what we knew. They investigated and charges were brought
against Mr. Rankin within 48 hours.

Rankin was advised Dy letter that his registration
with BSA was suspended and that he must sever all

relationships with BSA at once,

4343 A
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5 in Adelphi Troop

POy

= ThelVashingtoniost

“Are Alleged Victims

By Keith Harriston o
Washungton Past Staff Writer "7 ©

|, An Adelphi Boy Scout loader fiag
.. been charged with five counrs of
- child sexual abuse for allegedly hay-
- ing members of his troop perform
[ -'sex acts with him as part of an inj-
| tiation rite, Prince George’s County
| police said yesterday, . ....-... P e
b David MacDenald Rankin, 28, of - o
-2113 Rolander St., an Eagle Scout
and an honorably discharged Ma-
rine who has led the troop for five :
years, was held last night in the -
county correctional center in fiey of - .
$100,000 bond. .. . T
Carl Gell, general counsel for Bay -
*.Scouts of America and vice presi- -
_ dent of the National Capital Area
Council Boy Scouts of America, said
yesterday that he kenw of no cases
in the Washington area with so
many alleged victims. Cae
“It is probably the biggest case of
this sort to ever come down the
road,” said Gell, who added that
Rankin is one of about 15,000
scouting volunteers.in the area,
which comprises the District and 16
counties from F redericksburg, Va.,
to Frederick, Md. . R
Although the Boy Scouts of
America has a computerized refer-
ence system that lists more than
2,000 former Boy Scout leaders
who have had problems ranging
LT . from alcoholism to inability to man-
- age funds, not ail members’ names
s el make it into the system.
P ma . In September 1985, a Reston
LA - Scoutmaster who pleaded guiity to
B See SCOUT, B10, Col | :

(\,\.uu__: PRTIRE SN A

Wennesoay, May 13, 1987
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fie counts of sodomy and aggra-'
vated sexual battery involving three
members of his troop was digcov-"
ered to have pleaded no contest to-
similar charges in Rhode Island and
received a five-year suspended sen-
tence there. Somchow, scout offi-
cials said, the man’s name had nev-
er been forwarded to the national
office,

The same month, it was learned
that a Wakefield Iigh School teach-
er’s aide who also worked as an Ar-
lington Boy Scout leader had been
chieged  with  aggravated sexual
haftery of a juvenile, .

3_:_ less than two wecks later, a
3«:_3 Amnapolis  assistant  Boy
Seout leader pleaded guilty to hav-
m:w”mox:u__w abused eight boys in'his
troop over a five-year period.

Rankin was arrested Monday night,
thrée days after the general counsel
for Boy Scouts of America tok! county
police that a parent of one member of
Rankin's traop may have observed his
son and Rankin involved in an unusual
actin October. . .

The charges stem from incidents
with five youths age 14 to 16 during
the weekly wmeetings of Troop 740
at a hall adjacent to the Holy Re-
deemer Cathotic Church in College
Park, according - to  court  docu-

1

|

I

1

ments, Rankin was the troop's
scoutmaster. The incidents alleg-
edly occurred between early 1955
angl Fehruary 1987, police said,
Rankin, who was in court for a
hond review hearing yesterday af-
?._.._‘5::. asked District Court Judge
Steve Platt to release him without
hond. “I went in voluntarily before
the police notified me,” Rankin told
PlAtt, “I cooperated with the police
all the way.” Co
- Cpl. Bruce Gentile, a’ police
spokesman, said that victims told
investigators that Rankin had the
yotiths perform the acts as part of an
initiation into the Order of the Ar-
tow, which Boy Scout leaders de-
sctihed as a service organization and
honor society in scouting.
i “They apparently went off away

fedm the group when the incidents.-

|
_

occurred,” Gentile said. “There ap-
pafently were no other adults in the
ropm with them.”
. (The father of one victim told po-
lice over the weekend that in Qc-
tober he saw “what he felt was his
son involved in a sexual act with
David Rankin,” according to the
statement  of charges against
Rankin filed in District Court,
Police said they were not sure
why no one notified police until last
Friday,
o "'m sure it takes a lot of soul
searching for the victim and his or
her family to come forward in sit-
uations like this,” Gentile said.
Troop leaders must filt out appli-
cafions before they are accepted,
Gell said, :

¢« - A
i The area councils usually rely on

the sponsoring organizations—in
this case, the lloly Redeemer Cath-
olic. Church—to screen unsuitahle

applicants, Gell said. If Rankin filled
out his application truthfully, Gell
said, he still would have been accept-
ed as a troop leader.

“There was no red {lag, nothing
out there,” Gell said. “This guy was
a dark closet case.”

The Rev. Ronald Jameson, pastor
of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church,
which sponsors Troop 740, said he
was shocked when police told him on
Monday about Rankin’s arrest. Jame-
son said his only contact with Rankin
was when Rankin stopped at the rec-
tory each week to get a key to unlock
the hall where the troop met.

Rankin, who said in court that he
works as a manager of Gilbert Guns
Unlimited, a Rockville gun shap,
was described by another niinister
as a kind and generous person who
has been active in scouting since his
youth and has bheen active as a
memberwf the College Park United
Methodist Church.

The Rev, Joln Hamilton, pastor of
the Methodist church, said yesterday
that he has known Rankin and his par-
ents for more than five years.

"He ig the last person in the
world that 1 expect would do any-
thing like this,” Hamilton said. “You
coukdn’t find a nicer, kinder person.
Many, many scout leaders have giv-
en me good reports about David.
Obviously, he r-~ds help.”

CONF013663
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By MIKE FOLKS.
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One Boy Scout nfficial described David MacDonald
Rankinas a “sterling” choice ta be a troop leader.

“He had been active in his chureh. He bad bheen honor-
ably dischargnd from the (1.5, Marines,” he had been a
Scout and had no eriminal record, sald Carl Gelt, lepal
counsel for the National Capital Council of Boy Scouts of
America.

But yesterday, Rankin, 28, nf 21 13 Rolander St., Adel-
phi, was being held on & 100,000 bond in the county cor-
rectional center on charges that during the past two
years he has sexually abused five of the three dozen orso
Scouts in his College Park troop.

IS A shame,” anid Gell, referring to Rankin's arrest
on Monday. "It waq the Boy Scouts — 1, myself — who

_:c:n:.:;u.:::.v::na George’s County Crinnal In-
vestigation Division.” . :

David MncDonald Rankin
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Five youths said to be molested

Police say the sexval abusa took place in a2 room at a
College Park church where the Uroop met regularly,

The jnvestigation Ieading to Rankin's arrest came aRer
the father of a Scout “saw what he thought was his son
Involved in a sexual act” with Rankin fast October, ac-
cording to charging documents filed in Prince George's
District Court, “The victim admitted to the abnse and
stated that several nther boys were involved,” the docu-
ments say, :

The Scout said Rankin had the boyd, who were in their
trens, perform sex acts “in order to get into his select
Scout group™ within the troop, the documents say.

Rankin adnitted in a written statemnent t police that

| Troop leader is char
| with abusing five Sc

e had been sexually involved with the Scouts, the charg-
ing document snys. ..

At a bond hearing yesterday, Rankin, a manager at Gil-
bert Guns Unlimited in Rockville, asked that he be re-
leased on personal recognmizance.

I went In <:_::...:=< hefore the potice asked me. I've
cooperated with the police all the way through,” Rankin
sald in making his request.

Judge Steven Platt denied the request, citing the sover.
ity of the charges and the fact that Rankin’s parents, with
whoin be lives, were out of state on vacation and could
not be reached. o .

Qutside the courtroom vesterday. thr Rev. John Ham.

PR aa:

eader accused of sex abuse

ilton, who sald he has been a fasntly friend of Rankin's for
five years, expressed his disinay over the charges lodged
againstthe Scont leader, . .

“T'm oupset. U'm deeply shocked this han happened.”
sabd Hamiltan, whose church was not the loration where
the abuse is supposed to have oecurred and did not haw
any affifiation with the troop. “I've always known Davic
as a fine young man.”

Hamilton said Rankis had been heavily involved with
Scouting in his younger years and “Just worked his way
up to become a lender, ™

Yesterday, an official at the church where the sexua:
abuse allegedly took place, said the congregation “inose-
ly sponsored the oop by supplying it space’ to hold itr
meetings, but there was no greater involvement with the
church. .

Planansan SCONITS Atn

ged
outs

SCOUTS from A1

Rankin worked well
problems.

Gell said.

Gell said the Boy Scouls of Americ
state police check the backgrounds of adults who
paid for their work, but not volunteers such as Rankin.

"“Inthis case, it (requiring a background check) didn't
make a difference. His (Rankin's) record was sterling,”

Gell, whose local group represen’
serving 60,000 Scouls in the Washir,_
the authority to set up troops, said R
with the Boy Sconts of America council hag boon er1g

While the church official said he did not have direct
contact with Rankin, he had heard from parents
with youths and never had

ankin's registration

that
any

man.”

als required to have

are

“I'm upset. I'm deeply shocked
this has happened.
known David as a fine young

I've always

The Rev. John Hamilton

000 volunteers  than 20 years.

area and grants

'
Irain '

pended pending the outcome of the case.

One of Rankin's neig
fied, satd he lived in U

hbors, who declined to be identi-
e same neighborhood for more

“He (Rankin) wns quict, aloner that kept, to hibhmse
the neighbor sald. “That's horrible, if the allegations are

CONF013664



THE MONTGOMERY JOURNAL WEDNESDAY, MAY 13,1987 A3 .

Scout leader faces abuse charges

By MIKE FOLKS

Journai start writar
LANHAM

One Boy Scouts official described
David MacDonald Rankin as 3 “ster-
ling" choice to be a wroop leader.

"“He had been active in his church,
He had been honorably discharged
from the U.S. Marines,” he had been
a Scout and had no criminal record,
said Carl Gell, legal counsel for the
National Capital Council of Boy
Scouts of America.

But yesterday, Rankin, 28, of
Adeiphi, was being held on
5100,000 bond in the Prince
George’s Councy Corrections Center
on charges that over the past two
years he has sexually abused fve of
the three dozen or so Scouts in his
College Park troop.

“It's a shame,"” said Gell, referring
to Rankin’'s arrest on Monday. "It
was the Boy Scouts — | myseif —
who brought this to the Prince
George’s County Criminal Investiga-
tion Division."””

Police say the sexual abuse took
place in a room at a College Park
church where the troop met
regularly,

The investigation leading to Ran-
Kin's arrest came atter the rather ofa
Scout “*saw what he thought was his
son involved in a sexual act’ with
Rankin last October, according to
charging documents filed in Prince
George's District Court.

“The victim admitted to the abuse
and stated that several other boys
were involved, " the documents say.

The Scout said Rankin had the
teenage Scouts perform sex acts “in
order to get into his select Scout
group” wathin the troop, the docu-
ments say.

Ranidn admitted in a wricten stace-
ment to police that he had been sex-
uaily involved with the Scouts, the
charging document says.

At a2 bond hearing yesterday,
Judge Steven Platt denied Rankin's
request that he be released on per-
sonal recognizance.

"I went in voluntarily before the
police asked me. ['ve cooperated
with the police all the way through,”
said Rankin, a manager at Gilbert
Guns Unlimited in Rockvlle.

Plats cited the severity of the
charges and the fact that Rankin's
parents, with whom he lives, were on
vacation and could not be reached.

Outside the courtroom yesterday,
the Rev. John Hamilton, who said he
has been a family friend of Rankin's
for tive years, expressed his surprise
over the charges lodged against the
Scout leader.

“I’m upset. I'm deeply shocked
this has happened,” said Hamilton,
whose church was not the location
where the abuse is supposed to have
occurred and did not have any affili-
ation with the troop. *'I've aiways
known David as a fine young man.”

Hamilton said Rankin had been '

heavily involved with scoudng in his
younger years and “‘just worked his
way up to become a leader.”

CONF013665
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Scout’s father gathered ey

By MIKE FOLKS - -

Journel statf writer
. ADELPITT

Driven to protect his son from
what he believed was sexual abuse
by his Boy Scout troop leader, the fa-
ther of a Scout took an extraordinary
measure,

He taped two of his son’'s tele-
phone conversations — one with the
Scout leader and the other with an.
other Scout, who bolice say also was
abused by the troop leader. :

“I had to do something," the fa-
ther said Yesterday, his voice trailing
offto a pause. *'I had to doit,"”

The troop leader, David MacDon-
ald Rankin, 28, of Adelphi, was the
unwitting subject of the father's in-
vestigation that led (o Rankin’'s ar.-
rest Monday. He is charged with sex-
ually abusing five Scoutsata College
Park church. Rankin remained jailed
yesterday on $ 100,000 bond.

The taped conversations helped
police identify four other teenage
Scouts in the College Park troop who
admitted to investigators that Rankin
had sexually abused them for nearly
two years, the father sald. "“They
(police investigators) took it (the
lape) contadning the taped conversa-
tions) as evidence,” he said.

Police yesterday would not con-
firm that they have received the
tapes. ) .

Inan _:x:‘-_c:m interview, the fa.
ther, who requested anonymity (o
brotect his son and family, reflected

REATWY B
. David Rankin
Taped phone conversations

on their ordeal,

For more than a year, the son had
undergone some personality
changes, Including “badmouthing
his mother™ and “hooking (skip-
ning) alot of school.” There was no
apparent reason for the changes, the
father said.

The boy was involved heavily with
scouting, meeting several limes a
week with Rankin. The father said he
would drive his son to the meetings
and Rankin would offer to drive him
home. “I thought he was doing me a
favor,” the father said.

But he had some misgivings about
the friendship his son had dexgloped
with Rankin, the father said, explain-
fng that his son's coming home late
after Scout dinners with Rankin kept
him wondering. After one dinner,
when his son returned home around
1:30 2., he loarned from a Scout’s
mother that her son had come home
at 11:30 p.r. Rankin and all of the
Scouts had driven together to the
dinner, the father said.

It was last October when the fa-
ther's suspicions turned to horror,
he said.

When the father went to pick up
his son at a community center where
the troop was holding a meeting, he
saw his son and Rankin commilting
what he believed to be a sex acl. He
saw them, he said, after he sneaked
up to the _::_E:m and peered
through a 2-inch space belween a
drawn window shade and a window
pane,

T just couldn't, believe what 1 was
seeing,” the father said, recalling
how he sneaked back to his vehicle
and beeped the horm., His son came
out and denied any wrongdoing
when questioned by his father.

Angered, upset and confused, the
father told a friend of his suspicions
and the incident at the community
center. The friend told him to watch
his son closely. ) :

Since October, the father never let
his son get into a situation where he
would be alone with Rankin, he said.

\

iIdence

“"When Ldrove him (o a meeting, |
Stayed until it was over. 1o (Rankin)
was always after me to let me let him
take him (his son) home. "

The father — cn:mi:m that his
son was skipping school 1o mect
Rankin on «<Q:5m:3ﬁ< which Ran-
kin had off from his job as a manager
al Gilbert Guns Unlimited in Roeck-
ville — would stay home from work
and sit outside the school to watch
his son's movements,

Within a few days, the father and
Son sat at a convenience store park-
Ing lot, the father satq. "He told me
everything, .. thought it was just
my boy (who wash victim).” He said
he “never dreamed"’ that several
other members of the troop could be
involved. )

It was early last week, the father
said, that he asked his sonif he knew
another Scout who would talk about

“the sexual abuse. “T asked him if he

waould do this for e,

His son called another Scout, who
talked openly about sexunl linisong
with Rankin as the conversation was
taped, the father saicl.

At the father's request, the son
then called Rankin.

“"Rankin mentioned names,
Places, dates and even asked him
(his son) to sneak out of the house
that night,"”" the father said about the
taped conversation, which he turmed
over to police. At least five Scouts
were nauned onthe tape.

CONF013666
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Il Scouts
struggle for
explanation

By LARRY PEAL

Journal stalf wilter

Richard Drandon of Bowle knew
he would have to say something at
Iast night's monthly roundtable of
county Boy Scouls leaders, who
were stunned and shaken this week
by sexual child abuse charges
against one of their own,

I think something needs to be
said. I'iy not sure what,”” said Bran-
don, chairman of the northern
Prince George's district of Boy
Scouts of America, before the meet-
ing. ""Alot of things have gone
through my mind on what to say and
whal not to say, What do we say?”

The roundtable mectings at Park-
dale High School are forums for dis-
cussion of upcoming events and cur-
rent Scouting issues. This time, the
issue was painful.

David McDonald Rankin, 28, of
2113 Rolander St., Adelphi, was ar-
rested Monday and was still being
held in custody late yesterday on
$100,000 on charges of sexually
abusing five teen-age Scouts in the
College Park troop that he had led
for five years.

Last night, 30 Scout leaders at the
meeling struggled for answers, as-
surances and comforting words to
pasa on to Scouts and their parents.

Brandon found the right words to
say when Robert Blackburn, Scout-
master of one Prince George's troop,
noted that his son was bheing teased
by schoolmates about being a Scout.

Please see LEADERS, A7

M Leaders address case

LEADERS from A1

“"We're golng to get more of it,"”
Brandon satd.

But Brandon added, "Certainly,
talking about it, we can address it
head on. We can’t address it by
swecping it under the rug. We've got
to pick ourselves up . .. I'm sad as
hell that it happened. But we're go-
ingtogoon.”

The chairman of the citizen advi-
sory committee for Rankin's troop
sald {t's uncertnin whether a camp-
ing trip ptanned for this weekend will
still be held. But he said parents still
suppott the troop and Rankin's as-
sistants are assuming command,
pending the outcome of Rankin's
case. Rankin has been placed on ad-
ministrative leave.

“We have leadership,” the adviso-
ry commillee chairman said, ""We
have support. T think the attitude in
the troop is that we're going to over-
come this.”

Anthony Santini, assistant Scout-
master of a Riverdale troop, pro-
posed during the meeting that Scout
leaders sponsor a “'parents night,"”’
saying not enongh parents volunteer
to be Scout leaders or assistants, and
not enough join their sons on week-
end camping trips.

"The parents of the Scouts need to
be involved,” said district command-
er Don Fornolf. ""The Scout leaders
need to make sure that occurs.”

Another issue discussed al the
meeting was how much time Scout
leaders can or should spend trying to
guard against such incidents. "You'll
never stop it from happening,”
Brandon said. "If our role is to go
out and find sex offenders, we're in
the wrong business.”

Some leaders expressed concern
about ruining a colleague’s reputa-
tion by reporting suspicions to po-

lce or Scout superiors. Fornoff
urged that Jeaders report suspicions,
Lut warmned, "If they can't back it up,
we can't actl.”

The National Capital Area Council
of Boy Scouts of America is forming
atask force to review how Boy Scout
leaders are chosen and screenetd,
said general counsel Carl Gell, who
doesn’t expect any opposition when
the idea is proposed at the May 19
meeting of the board ol directors.
Gell, who wasn't at last night's meet-
ing, said all Scouts get a handbook
that includes a section on sexual
abuse, "It tells these kids to be alert,
that their bodies are thelrs. It's the
same as the drug stuff — say no,”" he
said, adding that a pamphlet on sex-
ual abuse is also distributed.

But Gell said there are limits to
what officials can do to prevent a re-
occurence of what he called "‘an
aberration.”’

He said state-required criminal
background checks are conducted
on the organization’s 60 paid, ad-
ministrative employees, and a com-
puterized list kept of more than
2,000 volunteer Boy Scout troop
leaders whose registrations were
suspended or revoked, so that their
names will appear on the computer if
they apply to work In this area or
elsewhere.

However, the troop leaders and
15,000 other volunteers, such as
Rankin, are exempt from the state-
required background checks for
paid workers who care for children.

Gell said a background check
wouldn’t have shown waming signs
for the sexual abuse that police say
Rankin committed, because he had
no criminal record, was active in his
church and was honorably dis-
charged from the U.S. Marines. "If
it's a,clean guy, it's not going to
showup,” Gell said.

CONF013667
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es lead to man’s arrest

Since October, the father never et
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SCOUTS from Al

taped conversation, which he torned

CONF013668

ping) a lot of school.”" . There was no.
apparent reason for the changes, the
father said.

The boy was involved heavily with
Scouting, meeling scveral times a
week with Rankin, The father said he
would drive hig son to the mecetings

his son get into a situation where he
would be alone with Rankin, he said.
“When 1 drove him to a meeting, 1
stayed until it was over. e (Rankin)
was always after me to let me let him

take him (his son) home.”
The father — believing that his

son was skipping school to meet

over to police. At least five Scouts
were named on the tape.

The father contacted officialg with
the National Capital Area Council of
Boy Scouts of America. The offi-
cials, along with the father, early last
week contacted police, who ques-
ttoned his son and four other Scouts,

adto'do

something’

1

Rankin on Wednesdays, which Ran;
kin had off from his job as a manager
at Glilbert Guns Unlimited in Rock-
ville — would stay home from work
and sit outside the school to watch
his son’s movements. He continued
to question his son about his rela-
tionship with Rankin, but the youth

and Rankin would offer to drive him
home. "'I thought he was doing me a
favor,” the fathersatd.

But he had some misgivings about
the friendship his son had developed
with Rankin, the father said, explain-
ing that his son’s coming home late
afler Scout dinners with Rankin kept K
him wondering. Alter one dinner, refused to open up, he said.
when his son returned home around ., Several weeks ago, when his son
1:30 a.m., he learned from a Scout's left a Scout meeting called by Ran-
mother that her son had come home  Kin, the father learned that he want-
at 11:30 p.m. Rankin and all of the ‘Q__mc drop outof the Scouts.

Scouts had driven together to the I asked him why. He said "You'd
abused by the troop leader. ;. ..., dinner. the father said. never understand. Maybe F'll tell you
v T had to do something,’ the fa- ns 1o p

: It was last October when the fa-, . SOI¢ %.Jr. ) -
Urer sald yesterday, his voice trailing v Within a few days, the father and

"They (police investigators) took
it (the tape) as evidence,” the father
said. "Yes, they can use it for evi-
dence because they said 1 taped
them (the conversations) before
they (police) talked to me. They said
if I had taped it alter thay talked to
me, they would have thrown it out of
court.”

0

By MIKE FOLKS == —————
Journal staff writar T T e e
Driven to protect his son from
what he belleved was sexual abuse
by his Boy Scout troop leader, the fa-
ther of a Scout took an extraordinary
meastre. R R
-~He taped twa of his'son's tele--
phone conversations — one with the
Scout leader and the other with an-
other Scout, who police say was also

Detectives wanted to question the
Scouts last Friday, but a Scout din-
ner, which Rankin attended, delayed
the questioning until Saturday, he
said.

The father said he and members of

offto a pause. "I had to do it."" - ther's suspicions turned to horror, som sat at n convenience store park his family are afraid of Rankin.

- . [RY 4 : H . st ks ES21 LN - . ks = .
g The troop leader, David MacDon- he said. o o g ot the father said. “He told me His son is still confused about the
ald Rankin, 28, of 2} 13 Rolander St., | " When the father went to pick up T T ey events of the past two years, the fa-

everything. ... T thought it was just
_my boy (who was a victim).” Ile said
he “never dremimed’ that several
other members of the troop could be
involved. | i

It was early last week, the father
said, that he asked his son if he knew
another Scoul who wonld talk about
the sexual abuse. ‘T asked him il he
would do this for me."”

His son called another Scout, who
talked openly about sexual liaisons
with Rankin as the conversalion was
taped, the father said.

At the father’s request, the son
then called Rankin.

“Rankin mentioned names,
places, dates and even asked him
(his son) Lo sneak out of the house
that nigght,”" the father said about the

Adelphi, was the unwitting subject of !
the father’s amatenr Investigation
that led to Rankin's arrest Monday.
He is charged with sexunlly abusing
five Scouts at a College Park church.
Rankin remained jailed yesterday on
$100,000bond. ... e, wyeie
The taped conversations helped
police Identify four other teen-age
Scouts in the College Park troop who
admitted to investigators that Rankin
had sexually abused them for nearly
two years, the Iather said. Police yes-
terday would not confirm that they
have received the tapes. - - -
i In an hourlong Interview, the fa-
ther, who requested anonymity to
protect his son and famtly, refiected
on their ordeal. - "> -~ .f.r.,.\..rr::. -
! For more than a year, the son had
indergone some personality
changes, Including “bad mouthing
his mother” and “hooking ?Ecw

MammncnnaCrArtre

his son at a community center where
the troop was holding a meeting, he
saw hig son and Rankin commitling
-what he believed to be a sex act. He
saw them, he said, after he sneaked
up to the building and pecred -
“hrough n 2-inch space between a
"drawn window shade and a window
pane.

--"'T just couldn’t believe what 1 wag
seeing,” the father sald, recalling
how he sneaked back Lo his vehicle
and beeped the horn. His son came
out and denicd any wrongdoing
when questioned by his father.

Angered, upset and confused, the
father told a friend of his suspicions
and the incident at the com—nity
center, The friend told him ch
his son closely.

ther safd. “"He (the son) thinks he did
it in the name of Scouts. . . . 1 just
don’t understand how he (Rankin)
wound that boy around his finger. If
you'd meet him (the son) and talk to
him, you'd see he is smart. 1 lay
awake at night C._::E:m about it). |
Just can't understand it.”

* Despite the turmoil and upheaval
of his family’s life, the father de-
fended Scouting.

“1 am really sorry the church got
involved,” ke said, referring to the
incidents of abuse police say oc-
curred at the College Park ¢hurch
where the troop usuaily met. “And,
I'm still supporting the Scouts orga-
nization. That is the best ~rganiza-
tion for a kid to growup i

Ap e
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_
Javid  MacDonald  Rankin,: an-t
JIphi Boy Scout leader charged .
v five counts of ‘child sexual
se for allegedly having members
is troop perform’ sex acts with:
. faces three additional sex-re-: ~
;_ charges, Prince” noimom, A
mty police said yesterday.
Jut as investigators prepared to..
sent the three new charges to a

1

'because of the possibility that so:nm_,

tobtained evidence against; Ranki
::o:m: illegal telephone 'record-
-ings, unno:__:m to _nma_ 9633 .:a
nocz sotifces, - R

Rankin*was ox_xian_ 8 be re-
‘leased [rom the county Correctional
:Center today, after county officials *
iinstall computerized home deten-
‘tion equipment at his home, District !

i,

%

. Those charges could be thrown out

i

.mmco 000 to fo aco on :_a con-
.. dition that Rankin .._m_‘on po :_m:
__o:_m detention. i

*’Under terms of his 3_28 in the .,

tions officers can <_m_~ :3 _3:3
“unannounced.

L.~ "Your body and soul belongs to

the corrections people,” McKee told
Rankin at a :o._::m yesterday af-

i

us.: -old detention program, Rankin
i ' may leave home only to go to his job
‘1 in Rockvilfe.! Rankin may not have -
visitors at his home, and correc-

firmed <o£q:_n< that the father of '
one of the alleged victims recorded
a telephone conversation between '

ik

{

)

his son and Rankin in which Rankin
gave details of the sexual acts com-
mitted with the $on and at least five
other members of Troop 740, The -

father ‘turned over

county police last week.

the _gcwa to,

Itis illegal under Z..Q_u_:_ law to .
record conversations without . the
consent of all parties involved, and
any such tapes are not allowed as

al

Abuse Case

Rankin could be in jeopardy, de-
pending upon how investigators
used the tapes. .

Joseph DePaul, Rankin’s attor-
ney, said he will bring up the igsue
at Rankin's next court date. “If

“what we have is an illegal wiretap,”

" - DePaul said, “then it would delinite-
ly taint all the evidence gathered in
the case.”

Legal observers said the taped
phone conversations could lead to

the suppression of a wrillen state-’

mtygnd jury, -potential legal. Court Judge Graydon S. McKee Il ternoon. : evidence in. trials., Legal experts —ment Rankin gave to investigators
ble eveloped with four of the lowered © Rankin's " bond from - - Law m:noanoza_; sources no:- said that :5 ﬁn:.:w cases against ' See SCOUT, CB, Col. 6
T “.\ . N C ' : ) r ' v " :
LT PrgreRgl Yo v 0 A IR T BN L R W :
< = el ) - B2 by [ PR T
om SSUICES fEEY BSBE HASCHE LEABONCUEEES 2223wl 534y
et .. Sr- IR an I~ B ° 0 "+ AR <) kY nYg L8 - O @
5 SHR ORI EE- R 3 5 ggud m,u.m mmmmm.yw,mm;m‘m.mmwm: ,mo&.m,m‘ ms.m;mamepw:_me.mmm
. . 5 0 \ a5 - = 3
o S e | e BEEE SR BEDLE FAEL el mmmﬁmmmw@ ofy fEok
1 - Mm olg.2 Y o O e O SO LEUw @ o <8 © Q 2 H W BN =3 o . .Dnts
i EE3"RIBJs8 e TO8uoE80Uumy WA .9l D, oy Tn 3220 mwogaldy
«.d....l h MW.&WMS%GWHM“W ,mewdmwm,mmmﬁw Iw.mww.m“m.mm(&wummmma hmw ..MM%W xWP
.nah SEVEYog,HEHlD Q293375 mmar.1 o - aodgfeedy (SR we
! , ‘ : & 9 o [SR7] o q tE S dyl 2gB o BBy ma 2 wtam X
epC .ﬂmsm ] 9 > b,.eua,.m.ao. eu:..\msd.a,mnr G wEEET o O Hw
—f m.mm.mese.tme £E9§ o EgYye . 585Yg 7235 g .5hL30 .myOmSW £8 E%osinsd
= TO O [B|E8EE sssaH8g EHMEgHEgd uSgeo"wo Hos dogo « S8 &£ S
. =] u 8>S g =22 E oy 0 98w Hwu J Y ¥oOgqgy wHEa | 3
o B B4R RE0E S .Y e8P E a8 T LeBSE dF L0 e EE B85 Hu 7|98
B m S T3 ETeEy N b e, E0 S O R E T o E . 5 8|4
O ol R .cem.m.«mao,hu.wwmn.e@tmmwmm,ae.mm © g3y F5y°86g8F g mmo‘nw
) — mmmwdwamwwﬂ¢mMmmm.mm mmamwmmmammmwmmmmdmm BE¢ o, Rmpm o
25 .lmumo Q m.m O . U 9. S P 9 Ha. 83 .uueoemw,tew..t g% Q. gt
U2 R OO 289 8838 IfeF RS2 8947 & PE585F EU-EE HUBHEBLE G

CONF013669



I e G
vpt Ut s3)es :r.c_ Ol 7L£

3yl JO 308 105 EREENY

182 pasn pue mau 10§ .vcr,o_ g’

OWOINE 10 IN0Qe preay nof iy s

ual) “sueoj awoy 3|qepIoge 81y 104 umouy

o Auo st UONEOSSY ULOT mm:_>mm

E Jesapa | 1:«..?&2 Ay nof _H

é’%
:
:

y ..pPsuopsanb
9G  pinoys (upfuey) © uew
S0 supede 9duapIAD oL, adyy ay

2JO pres e yaqg |, ‘dejaam Jedap ue

- JO 3N83L ¥ s awed (upjuey jsupede)

“upew ayy uy dduapras ayy,,

. . Tt ronss|jeyy .

;U0 JuBWIW0D 03 pauypdap suy 8d1}j0

T8 Lowone s s AL "HNod uy pasn

' 9q ‘a10jatayy Jou PINOD adey ay) ey

T PIES s2Y qnega(y “pade) aq ued Ajpugd
“8] UORESIBAU0D Buondaja) ¢ 8l0jaq  poys das e yons prus meag ‘a)y

FIUISUQD 35w sapaed [le ‘mep aquys 3100 3y Bujeas Jo anssy ayy uQg
J9puf] "sduiprosal yons Jo Leda - h

° 9y] uoysanb 0} pan megaQqg .w:_ard uaaq sAEy hﬁ::::.:ou a7l uj v,m:_

“ 341 paquasap 1ayge) i Yo ug op
I Jadedsmou € Bupd nos uf

w edeyap daey A0 08 yM uLIGo)

= a1 pauiloap aavy adyjoy Bugsnqe yya

= PadIeyYD usaq Sey ubjury sjnooag aip

. JO 10} nuapy way padjay 9§ pue

= 8210d 03'1340 adey 3} pawuny sey -
SY Pes dmpey oy, "sinoag ay) yim

2u0ydaa) Jo apews £ps1das oYy pies
SWdA pagdaje oy Jo 340 jo Juared
v ody) v uppuey) jsueBe sof ey ay
01 03uaeyo ajssod v su posies sey
95U)ap 3] Juiy) anss] ue uo sjuLu
-n81e 1eaif 03 pasnjal OSs|E 3y "oy
HNOD 2y {2as 01 PIsHyas pue puls
puoq snotaard ayy 39| wijaa(g alpng

. ‘sadwu e Haus
wupede pandie af 1saLre ayi Jo auuy
BU3 38 3eys a1 £q uBxL) uIaq Bary

‘Presay  ‘pazaipredosf

“PUvIs pue suopuindar swinora, oy
9SNE33q papasu sy s3p5) ayy Auiso)n
. $a81ed asay) Jo suud) u § Juawssel
¥4 01 pajdafgns Ruraq a1e uaippyo
21} Burhes pue Hugyed o (doon
91 Uy $)n0dG Jo) stajowr,, ‘Bued-
-X3 ‘pafeas aq ased aif) uo 3 MNno2
ST ) payse 1sspaungde | ‘saary

< PRy upuey BHOSEI] [EnX0S padagu jo

5U0[Ed0| pue sajep ‘saweu SUIEI0D
adey ayy quiyy pies sey Joyjey oy,

‘pasnqe

4a3q daviy 0y pius osju Jnoog 12430

UL pUL uos sy UIamIaq pue upquuyg

PUL U0 s1f udasog suonesiaanc

Ise.le s lspes] Joye o

1O JO 1501 Ay 10y spEnpIapup B
padreas | sey aposydo ayy Bugheg.
L, auodue pjoy Lo gy
ULIELANRIA S[ENPIAIPUY D] pauaIeny)
Hiquey I, Cpres 1oistawagde g
S10quisur 31020q 0} | 519¢ Xas 10

“HEA WLOIad 0} upjiey] "1y Jo uop

T

T 9% L4861 '8l Avny ‘AVANOW TVNUNOT AUIWODLINOW it

CIUN Jom:.::wm. ._:..n :Bo.g.
Uy =1 015138 u) ofe yoaa v
S304u| NV &4 poyiies 1enuod

sqolinoqe urepaoun jayy

“I3P A} 1apun £1essa0au sua .,
Py Aq uasod sineag jo
dnoagd pepoods e oy uolsspupe 10j Lres
“SA23U 8NP uopepy,, S8 Sjuappuy
9Shqu [enxas pagoe ay PoqLIDsOp
1astownde ‘pres aacy anfjod sy
. reduezigdoudal
[Buosiad uo paseajsy Afjensn sy 12ad
“S0S D) Pa0d3L D oy suif 10ad
508 D) ORa up sosen OSH( B junxas
PIYD Js0w ug ey pres [ jagg
<HORDIPSLIL O] daBD (1A upjuey
W 3adLaq Jou op am, pres nega(
. onand oyy 03 pupy Lue jo 10duep
Lue s a121]) BA0HOQ J0U Op B, - .
. . dEpnf 1ajone £ alo)
-8q Aep a1y jos uoudap suioy pue
puoq &nsdoad ggp'o g $ a1 puuys 39
O uljaa(] pletag agdpnyp payse ‘jney
-0 ydasop ‘“Kawrone s, upjucy ng
"Puoq U0 o s asnqe xas
“UI0D pInod pue | Funum uy SwPdA
3UY im Juawaajoaut (jenxas) sqy
pantupe sey juepuajap sy, ‘pies
8y ‘puy | aed sup up ung e sapiaed,|
Otar 101034[00 ungd ¢ ‘doys ung ajja
“HI0Y] v I SI10M Oym ‘upjuey pajned
Jaispowrnrdeq ‘Aununod sy o'
13dup e sy ay qeyy Suindie ajym .
. . ‘000°0L 1§ 10] payse ay
PU® ‘4$u Uy 000001 § 1u 198 aq Isea|
18 Ppoys puoq spy ‘sadreyd jeuop
“IPPE 8Y) JO 3duj ay) uy 3a() pinom ugy
“uey ey poowpyaxyl ayy pue seauy)
2 Yim ey pangae 1a3spamnd
“Bd M Saep Aouaoyy §.010G 1y
“SISSY Aupuopy 1se] upjuey jsupde
P3ly £aip) aay 2 03 safieyd asnqe
[ERX25 vuow da.ny) pappu adp0y

Uy 03 paudeany) suy Judaed auo >
pue '$1n00g oy wavy 0) speany uo
’ o P §

e 4y

Lo Tuppaey L -

- g N

. . T A : LN I
g3yt ut yoad ¢ spew sey fuedwos
a1 suedw pue &npqenyoud jo 13}
-e0b 8ALNDISUOD puosos s, duedwod

‘.2

pood axew B ay ey paua)ydyyg
v ubjuy £q pasnqe ai1a.wm Lus
22110d oym §IN0dG s ayp Jo sjua
-hed qua Lepiay oo uj pies 2010
-9s0ad £Hunod e ‘aury awes a3y
- T + ORQ 310D fia
£o0q A 3qdew pue (doou apy) uod
-dns £l am ‘azyuedios: o) auiod
a1n04 )y, ‘Buises se sjuased Je12408
Paqrdsop-ay “yydiu Aepsany] sjud
-1ed (9 moqe ynas Jupnaaw 13y
'door} a1y $2081940 LYl sjua
1ed jo dannuuod ayy jo uruLeyd
e quasud ayy pres ‘santanoe doon
Ul 8101 13je01d e Leyd 0} sjusied
HOLJ JUBUIILIWIOD MaU B pue 13)sui
-IN0OZ mau e 10§ Bupjooy si ‘pudyaam
1sed sup 10) pauueld dyn Surdures
¥ JaduULd pue sapanoe awos jjo
nd 03 pey sey onm ‘dooay ayyg
) ©Upres i
-red ayy ‘Buyod daay o) swepd Suppuu
Pue 12133807 Juynd sem doon a
‘Kepray ofualap awoy uo padse|d
pue puoqg £11sdo1d gpg'or ¢ uo
[ref woyy paseajar sem — ndjapy jo
'gg ‘upjuey Preuoqoey prae — 1y
“SBUnNOdG Ly dwipn ayy 4q ‘ing pres
3y ‘doon ayy jo no suos oy duipnd
noqe payey pey syuased awog
e B ) S - 113 ]
M eap sjuaned oy pue ssaquiaus
§3f padioy sey oya juaied e pies
‘oquuipu sy 81k 941} 10) poj ay doon
Jqleg 88a)j0n ayy jo uonipuad aiy)
*$I00g s 30 awios posnqu fjjunxos
QL e1) S3F4UYD U0 08w %daar  jsa e
§,101UUIN00G 8§31 J0 djum ay) uj
AUV ADITIOD

LELTIZEONTISTY wwnope

Aduvi pus

- u3d

T
% e

1

I66n.s s;noog

oo sMl04unAe

TUVTTS s v vy ey o
UOHIRM §7 [ ¢ e ul “Youa ‘m
et soy aaoyg SJssE D
At W pue g yoisyy 5

i

Navisnrav
HAL  HAE

HAGH

S3LVH 3DVOLHOW 5

vi
AVIN

stz
YAV uviy

! SLNIOd 3DV

AV






